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EDITORIAL
This bulletin comes to you as the Middle 
East is up in flames. As world leaders 
come close to understanding how 
their past decisions contributed to the 
current upheavals, one fact is shining, 
the Third Option – democratic change 
in Iran – is a prerequisite to any solution 
to the increasingly puzzling situation 
in the Middle East. This was evident 
in the grand gathering of Iranian 
freedom lovers and their international 
supporters in Villepinte near Paris on 27 
June, justifiably called ‘All For Freedom’. 

In the huge conference hall one 
could easily sense that love of freedom 
was the unifying factor bringing people 
from diverse political views under one 
roof. Almost exactly one year after 
Rouhani took office in Tehran all hopes 
of moderation have been dashed 
with record numbers of human rights 
violations in Iran, the export of terrorism 
rampant and deceitful tactics in the 
nuclear negotiations. Each speaker 
took one angle of Rouhani’s record 
and compared it with the potential 
alternative, the prospect of real change 
in Iran and the establishment of a truly 
democratic government with a very 
progressive agenda for the future of 
Iran and hence the whole of the Middle 
East. 

In the hall, decorated with pictures of 
martyrs, including Ghlamreza Khosravi, 
the latest victim of perseverance and 
steadfastness in the prisons of Iran, as 
well as the 52 whose lives were taken in 
the 1 September 2013 attack on Ashraf, 
adding to the more than 120,000 
previously fallen for freedom, one could 
not forget the heavy price paid to bring 
this awareness to the fore. The thought 
was irresistible that this was not just a 
simple gathering; but a celebration for 
standing for freedom and not giving up 
in the face of all adversity. It was clearly 
a unity front against dictatorships all 
over the region.

An estimated 30,000,000 people 
saw the event live via satellite TV and 
messages of encouragement came 
flooding in from all corners of the world. 
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600 parliamentarians and prominent 
personalities from five continents went 
to Paris to participate in the annual 
gathering of freedom loving Iranians 
and supporters of a democratic and 

secular Iran. Included in the dignitaries 
was a high profile delegation from Brit-
ain headed by Lord Carlile of Berriew. 

The conference was moderated by Ms. 
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“America’s credibility in the world is at 
risk” due to President Barack Obama’s 
failure to keep U.S. commitments 
to protect Iranian dissidents, a 
distinguished bipartisan group of top 
foreign policy and military leaders 
declared in a letter delivered to the 
White House in June. 

That letter signed by top retired 
military and intelligence community 
leaders such as Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs General Hugh Shelton reads: 
“The truth is that the residents of 
Camp Liberty have fulfilled every 
assurance requested and received by the 
United States Government, while the 
United States, for its part, has failed to 
fulfill every important assurance it has 

extended to the residents”. According 
to media reports perhaps the most 
noteworthy military name on the list is 
General James Jones, who, in addition 
to being the former head of NATO 
and commandant of the Marine Corps, 
was also Obama’s own White House 
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Annual gathering of supporters of  
Iranian resistance from 69 countries
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