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EdITOrIal  
NOTE 
As change sweeps the Middle 
East, we reflect on the promise of 
‘Nowrouz’, the coming Iranian New 
Year, and look forward with renewed 
hope to the birth of a new era of true 
freedom and democracy.

Especially since the 8th April 2011 
massacre, it is only the steadfast 
courage and perseverance of the 
men and women of Ashraf combined 
with the passionate commitment 
and willingness to act of growing 
numbers of the international 
community like yourself that forced 
Iraq to lift its deadline for closing 
Ashraf at the end of 2011 and 
enabled the issues to be placed and 
kept firmly on official tables. 

It is a testament to our collective 
success that the issue of Ashraf 
was twice brought before the UN 
Security Council and followed up by 
Hillary Clinton, the EU’s Catherine 
Ashton and UN Secretary-General 
Ban Ki-moon.

 While doubtless a sign of the 
weakness of this brutal regime, 
the determination to retain power 
at any cost makes them ever 
more dangerous and the current 
negotiations concerning the men 
and women of Ashraf ever more 
critical.

We overcame some very hard 
battles last year and know that the 
experience gained will enable us 
to claim victory in the battles yet to 
come.

We thank you for all you have done 
to keep the people of Ashraf safe. 
We know you will continue to stand 
with us in strength and unity helping 
us to “speak the truth to power” to 
ensure that the lives of the men 
and women of Ashraf – “the bravest 
of the brave” – are protected and 
preserved and the goal of freedom 
for Iran kept very much alive.

Happy Nowrouz.

In the House of Commons on 31 
January, MPs and distinguished lawyers 
called on the UN to take urgent action 
to stop a massacre at Camp Ashraf. 

They discussed the rights of the Ashraf 
residents under international law.

Col. Wesley Martin (US, ret.), 
the former Coalition commander at 
Ashraf and Senior Anti-terrorism Force 
Protection Officer for all Coalition 
Forces in Iraq, attended the meeting 
and said: “Ashraf residents were given 
‘protected persons’ status, signed 
agreements and they were given cards”, 
adding that the US had a duty to ensure 
their protection.

The meeting was chaired by Rt. Hon. 
Baroness Boothroyd, former Speaker 
of the House of Commons, and was 

attended by former Labour Party chair 
Lord Clarke of Hampstead, Deputy 
Speaker of the House of Lords Baroness 
Harris of Richmond, David Amess MP, 
Brian Binley MP, Sir Roger Gale MP, 
Mark Williams MP, Mike Hancock MP, 
Dr Matthew Offord MP, Alan Meale MP, 
Baroness Turner of Camden, Prof. Lord 
Turnberg, Lord Maginnis of Drumglass, 
Lord King of West Bromwich, Lord 
Cotter, Lord Eden of Winton, Baroness 
Scott of Needham Market, Sir Geoffrey 
Bindman QC (expert in Human 
Rights Law), Prof. Guy Goodwin-Gill 
(expert in International Law), Malcolm 
Fowler representing the Law Society of 
England and Wales, and Dr Mohammd 
al Sheikhili (Iraqi lawyer representing 
Ashraf residents). 

MPs call for action on ashraf
[UK Parliament – 31 January 2012 ]

Baroness Betty Boothroyd, former Speaker 
of the House of Commons: 

 February 2012
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[31 January 2012]

All of us here 
today stand 
with the people 

of Ashraf. We shall 
not allow them to be 
oppressed and ignored. 
We shall use what voice 
and what influence we 
have with our political 
parties, with our 
government, with the 
decision-makers in the 

US, the EU and the UN 
Security Council to take 
action by implementing 
the agreements that 
are already in place to 
resolve this crisis and 
bring peace and security 
to the people of Ashraf 
who as our chairman 
Lord Corbett defined are 
the bravest of 
the brave.
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Brief on the latest in Iran and ashraf [February 2012]

An update on the political situation

Summary of the mullahs’  
33-year rule
The disgraceful record of the clerical 
regime’s 33-year rule includes the 
execution of 120,000 political opponents; 
catastrophic repression of women, 
oppressed nationalities, and followers 
of various religions; destruction of the 
majority of the middle class; obliteration 
of the private sector; fall of at least 40 
million people below the poverty line; 
unemployment standing at 35%; with a 
40% inflation rate; and the plunging of 
the nation’s official currency. 

The regime has carried out at least 69 
hangings so far this year, 16 of them in 
public. 

Iran in crisis
On 3 February, the Iranian regime’s 
supreme leader Ali Khamenei declared 
that his regime, in disregard of all 
international sanctions, will continue its 
nuclear weapons program and meddling 
in the region and will push to establish 
Islamist regimes in the region. 

Such posturing is not from a position 
of power. It reflects the depth of the 
regime’s crisis and weakness that prevents 
it from showing any flexibility. 

In short, the Iranian regime is facing 
four major dilemmas that have placed 
it at a critical point and on the verge of 
downfall:

• a nose-diving economy;

• widespread and escalating social 
discontent;

• significant change in the regional 
equilibrium through the Syrian 
people’s uprising and the prospect of 
the toppling of its dictator which has 
placed Iran’s regional alliance at the 
brink of dissolution;

• Power struggle at the highest levels 
of the regime, challenging Khamenei’s 
position as supreme leader.

To escape its demise, the regime seeks 
its sole option in accelerating its drive to 
obtain nuclear weapons and exporting 
fundamentalism and terrorism. The 
mullahs have thereby placed the region 
and the global community before an 
unprecedented crisis. Yet this face-off is 
avoidable and the only reliable solution is 
democratic change in Iran by the people 
and the organised opposition. This 
democratic change in Iran is completely 

at hand and the 2009 and 2011 uprisings 
in Iran clearly demonstrated the Iranian 
society’s explosive potential.

The Iranian regime is bent on the 
destruction of the 3,400 Camp Ashraf 
residents, members of the main Iranian 
opposition PMOI, before the tide of 
change reaches Iraq and Iran from Syria, 
so that it can face that challenge easier. 
The regime knows very well that the 
Ashraf residents are the main force that 
can lead and transform the enormous 
dissent inside Iranian society towards a 
fundamental change to democracy.

The People’s Mojahedin Organisation 
of Iran (PMOI / MEK) and the National 
Council of Resistance of Iran (NCRI) 
are the main and democratic opposition 
to this regime, enjoy a strong, organised 
and coherent structure along with a 
widespread social base, and are the 
main and most effective element for 
regime change in Iran. Recognising this 
resistance is an unavoidable necessity in 
order to guarantee peace and tranquillity 
in the region and the world. 

Camp ashraf
We must condemn any pressures applied 
to Ashraf residents to force them to 
transfer to Camp Liberty and stress 
that the prerequisite of any transfer of 
Ashraf residents to Liberty is providing 
the minimum assurances to the residents 
– assurances that are legitimate and 
reasonable and without which Liberty 
would be nothing more than a prison. The 
freedom to transfer moveable property 
and vehicles to Liberty, the lack of a 
police presence inside of the small Camp 
Liberty area, freedom of movement, and 
provision of minimum living area are the 
minimums that if the Iraqi government 
is not ready to provide, would show a 
sinister intention and would therefore 
preclude any transfer by the residents.

Mrs Rajavi made a courageous goodwill 
initiative to transfer 400 residents with 
their moveable property and vehicles to 
Liberty in order to prepare the way for the 
transfer of the rest of the residents. Iraq 
ought to accept this generous initiative 
and reciprocate with goodwill. 

Considering all limitation and dangers 
that exist in Liberty, the second group 
of Ashraf residents should only be 
transferred to Liberty once the first group 
of 400 residents has left Liberty for third 
countries. 

Ambassador Martin Kobler, the Special 

Representative of the UN Secretary 
General in Iraq, has done too little to 
compel Iraq to accept the minimum 
rights of Ashraf residents. The leadership 
of Camp Ashraf and Mrs. Rajavi 
have shown maximum flexibility and 
cooperation and have relinquished many 
given rights in doing so. It is now time that 
Mr. Kobler took an impartial position 
and bravely defended the minimum 
rights of Ashraf residents disregarding 
the reactions of the government of Iraq 
and the Iranian regime. He has the 
international community on his side and 
undoubtedly can achieve the minimums 
if he puts aside political considerations.

The signing of a Memorandum 
of Understanding on Ashraf on 25 
December 2011 between Mr. Kobler and 
Iraq without the agreement or awareness 
of the residents was shameful. It is 
furthermore disgraceful that UNAMI 
announced on 31 January 2012 that 
Camp Liberty was ready – again without 
the knowledge of the residents – while the 
camp does not meet international human 
rights and humanitarian standards. We 
should call for an “Executive Document 
of the Arrangements of Transfer” to be 
signed by the Special Representative, 
the representatives of residents, and 
government of Iraq to prevent Iraq from 
violating oral commitments as it has done 
in the past.

The UNHCR must start the 
reaffirmation of refugee status of Ashraf 
residents and object to limitations 
imposed by the government of Iraq. For 
over 5 months this process, which is 
necessary to resettle Ashraf residents, has 
been stalled.

The UN Secretary General and the 
UN Security Council must condemn 
limitations imposed against UNAMI 
and the UNHCR by Iraq and help 
the Special Representative to take 
powerful and effective steps toward a 
peaceful solution for the issue of Ashraf, 
disregarding pressures of the government 
of Iraq and the Iranian regime.

We should call on the UK Foreign 
Secretary, EU High Representative 
Catherine Ashton, Secretary Clinton and 
the US government to take a more active 
role in this regard, support the UN and 
Ambassador Kobler, provide necessary 
resources to the UNHCR, and start the 
process of accepting Ashraf residents in a 
swift manner.
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This is a report by John Brenner, an 
English human rights activist and 
supporter of the PMOI

A group of Iranians and British 
supporters went to the meeting in 
Paris to help keep up the pressure that 
has prevented further attacks on the 
Iranian dissidents at Ashraf.

As always, the organisation was 
superb, with good security, seats 
with a clear view of the speakers, and 
simultaneous translation to and from 
Farsi, English, French and German – 
most of the speeches were in English. 
We were men and women of many 
nationalities and all ages, including 
young children. Everybody was cheerful 
and friendly, with joyful outbursts of 
chanting and waving of banners.

Maryam Rajavi, President-elect of the 

Iranian Resistance (the PMOI), spoke 
with great dignity, charm and clarity; 
first in beautifully clear French, and 
continuing in Farsi because, as always, 
the meeting was broadcast via satellite 
TV to millions of people in Iran and 
Ashraf. She began with a heartfelt 
tribute to the Syrian people and their 
brave resistance, now particularly at 
Homs. She warned how fundamentalist 
extremists hijacked Iran’s revolution 
that had deposed the Shah, and have 

since then imposed 33 years of horrible 
misrule. She then focused the meeting 
on stopping the Iraqi / Iranian attacks 
on Iranian dissidents at Ashraf. The 
underlying problem is that the PMOI 
are falsely listed by US Government 
as a terrorist organisation – this has to 
change.

To this end, the eight distinguished 
speakers from the USA all confirmed that 
the PMOI is not a terrorist organisation, 
and all expect the USA to de-list the 
PMOI, and honour its long-standing 
obligations to safeguard the people at 
Ashraf. Those particular obligations 
were clearly restated by General David 
Phillips, who was Commander of the 
US Military Police in charge of the 
safety and security of Ashraf residents. 
Throughout, all the speakers from all the 
countries were very much in agreement.

Essay: My trip to Paris in defence of ashraf [11 February 2012]

By John Brenner

US urged to de-list Iranian opposition [New York, 14 February 2012]

At a conference in New York attended by more than 1,000 
Iranian-Americans a bipartisan group of former U.S. political 
and military leaders called for the US State Department to 
remove the main Iranian opposition PMOI (MeK) from its list 
of terrorist organisations, saying the classification is unjustified 
and the 3,400 Iranian dissidents housed at Camp Ashraf cannot 
be safely resettled until the change is made.

Other panelists included Carl Bernstein, Gen. George W. 
Casey, Jr., Governor Howard Dean, Lt. Gen. David Deptula, 
Director Louis Freeh, Mayor Rudy Giuliani, House Speaker 
Dennis Hastert, Attorney General Michael Mukasey, Gen. 
Hugh Shelton, and former Rep. Patrick Kennedy.

In July 2010, the US Court of Appeals for the District of 
Columbia Circuit ruled that the State Department had violated 
the due process rights of the PMOI and remanded the case to 
the Secretary. Nearly 19 months later, the State Department 
has refused to act.

“Why is the State Department waiting so long? What is it, 
two years now that they have been delaying in making this 
decision? These are terrorism experts,” former New York City 
Mayor Rudy Giuliani said of his fellow panelists, who included 
former US Attorney General Michael Mukasey and former 
FBI Director Louis Freeh. “They know terrorism. These people 
know terrorism when they see it. This group is not a terrorist 
group. Lift the designation and let’s have our country on the 
right side [of the law and facts].”

Director Freeh said that the group would soon petition the 
DC federal appeals court to compel Secretary Clinton to revisit 
the State Department’s terrorism designation for the PMOI.

Former House Speaker Dennis Hastert suggested another 
way to prod the State Department into action. “The dollars 
that drive the State Department are appropriated by the 

Congress,” Hastert said. “And just the threat of holding up part 
of that appropriation will certainly get the State Department’s 
attention. I think this is important and it can be done. “

Another speaker, famed Watergate journalist Carl Bernstein, 
challenged fellow reporters to cover a story he said had so far 
escaped the attention it deserves.

“One of the things that we do as journalists, the most 
important thing we do, is decide what is news. And this is news,” 
Bernstein said. “And one of the things we do when we decide 
what is news is we decide what portion of the story is devoted 
to what we know to be fact and what portion of the story is 
devoted to what we know is a lie. We have a responsibility not 
to inflate the lie and give it equal time to what we know is the 
truth. What is news here is [the failure to delist] is serving the 
purpose of the Iranian regime. That is news.”

The UK government de-proscribed the PMOI in 2008 after 
35 MPs and Peers took legal action and the court of appeal, 
which looked at all the evidence, said the terrorism charge 
against the group was “perverse”. The EU lifted its ban on the 
group in 2009 after several court verdicts said it was unlawful to 
maintain the blacklisting.
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letter-writing campaign to protect ashraf residents 
Please write a short letter in your own words and email it to UN Secretary General Ban 
Ki-moon and forward it to other relevant officials. Please include your contact details 
at the end of your letter.

Guidelines for contacting the UN Secretary General:

It would be most effective if the letter could be written in your own capacity. You could mention 
who you are and that you have for many years been following the humanitarian situation at 
Camp Ashraf. Iraq’s Prime Minister is bent on destroying Ashraf at the Iranian regime’s behest, 
and you could refer to the 8 April 2011 attack which left 36 residents killed and 350 injured. There is still a military 
siege on Ashraf, with residents denied access to relatives, doctors, journalists and lawyers.

Urge the UN and Mr Ban Ki-Moon to intervene and take practical measures to guarantee the safety and security of 
all Ashraf residents. Iraq and Nouri Al-Maliki’s promises cannot be trusted.

Please send your letter to the UN Secretary General, Hon. Ban Ki-moon: sgcentral@un.org

Please also send copies of your letter to the following individuals:

Hon. Martin Kobler, head of UN Assistance Mission for Iraq: kobler@un.org

Hon. Navanethem Pillay, UN High Commissioner for Human Rights: registry@ohchr.org

Hon. Antonio Guterres, UN High Commissioner for Refugees: guterres@unhcr.org

Hon. Ambassador Jean de Ruyt, EU special envoy for Camp Ashraf: jean.de-ruyt@eeas.europa.eu

Please could you let us know at info@icfto.com when you send out the letters. Many thanks for your help on this very 
important project.

A European-American Conference was 
convened in the European Parliament 
on 7 February 2012 in relation to the 
current political situation in Iran and the 

In a great gathering in Paris on 11 
February, coinciding with the 33rd 
anniversary of the anti-monarchial 
revolution in Iran, thousands of Iranians 

and numerous prominent European 
and American dignitaries reiterated that 
democratic change is at hand for Iran, 
to avoid an unprecedented international 
crisis. They urged the world community 
to support Ashraf residents who are 
inspiring millions in Iran to demand 
democracy.

Some speakers: Mrs. Rajavi; Philippe 
Douste-Blazy, UN Deputy Secretary-
General and former French Foreign 
Minister; Bill Richardson, former US 
Ambassador to the UN; Andrew Card, 

Thousands gather in Paris for democracy in Iran

European Parliament meeting in defence of ashraf 
necessity of protecting Ashraf residents. 
Dozens of MEPs, including Vice-
President Alejo Vidal-Quadras, Struan 
Stevenson, head of the Delegation for 
Relations with Iraq, and prestigious 
American personalities such as Howard 
Dean, former US Presidential candidate, 
and former US Congressman Patrick 
Kennedy spoke at the event. Mrs Rajavi 
was the keynote speaker. Participants 
underscored:

The West should recognise the Iranian 
Resistance and its President-elect as the 
legitimate opposition and democratic 
alternative to the mullahs’ regime and 
protect Ashraf residents. Democratic 
change can only be achieved at the hands 
of the Iranian people and resistance. 

The UNHCR must urgently recognise 
Ashraf residents as refugees.

The EU and US must accept Ashraf 
residents who are willing to relocate.

former White House Chief of Staff; 
Ed Rendell, former chair of the US 
Democratic Party; John Bruton, former 
Prime Minister of Ireland; and Nontombi 
Tutu, human rights activist and daughter 
of Archbishop Desmond Tutu.
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ICFTO-sponsored events [March 2011 – February 2012]

Our supporters get a chance to learn more about Iran’s rich history, latest on Ashraf

Over the past year, ICFTO has 
organised events in Bristol, 
Cheltenham, Edinburgh, 

Manchester, Oxford, and Winchester 
and on numerous occasions in London 
in support of Ashraf, with the latest 
taking place in Sevenoaks on 15 February 
2012. This is aside from the very many 
ICFTO-sponsored conferences held 
abroad. We have also held at least 17 
social evenings in our offices in north 
London since October, each time on a 
Friday afternoon. 

Accompanied by home-made Iranian 
cuisine, music and exhibitions, these 
social evenings gave our supporters a 
chance to learn more about Iranian 
culture, while they were also updated on 

the latest situation in Ashraf and Iran. 
On several occasions, various paintings 
by one of our supporters, Rosa Branson, 
were unveiled much to the delight of 
those present.

Each time we held an event in the 
country, we were inevitably told by one 
or more of the participants that the 
church or community centre where the 
event was being held happened to be 
their usual Sunday church or centre.

Most of our supporters in particular 
liked the Iranian landscape and scenery 
put on the wall displays. Virtually all 
of them were impressed by the Iranian 
handicraft put on display.

In addition to live musical performances 
by some of our younger volunteers, 

participants were also delighted to see 
musical video clips from Ashraf which 
mixed traditional Persian music with 
modern tunes.

Many of our supporters told us they 
found the events very uplifting since it 
provided them a chance to learn about 
Iran’s rich history and traditions as well 
as the immense international support 
built around Ashraf and the effects of 
their support.

We hope to be able to continue to host 
you either at our community centre or at 
one of our events closer to you. 

We hope you can make it to the 
upcoming ‘Nowrouz’, or Persian New 
Year, gathering that we plan to hold in 
north London.
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NEwS ON IraN
[February 2012] 

a N t i - g o v e r N m e N t  p r o t e s t s  f l a r e 
i N  i r a N  c a p i t a l

14 February – Chanting ‘down with dictator’, 
many Iranians gathered in central locations 
and main streets of Tehran on the first 
anniversary of 14 February uprising for 
solidarity with the uprisings in the region and 
Arab Spring. At night the people in Tehran 
protested by chanting ‘Allah-o-Akbar’ (God is 
great) and ‘down with dictator’ from rooftops. 
The protests led to confrontations with 
suppressive forces who severely beat young 
protesters and threw tear gas to disperse 
them. A number of women and young people 
were arrested and carried away by security 
forces to unknown locations. 

t h e  a s s o c i at e d  p r e s s :  g e r m a N 
r e p o r t e r  s a Y s  h e  W a s  b e at e N  i N 
i r a N

5 February – A German reporter says he 
was beaten by guards during his nearly five 
months of imprisonment in Iran and that 
he heard constant, ‘horrible cries’ of other 
inmates being tortured.

Marcus Hellwig told the Sunday newspaper 
Bild am Sonntag he was regularly beaten up 
during the first 10 ‘brutal’ days in captivity 
until a German diplomat intervened.

s e c u r i t Y  f o r c e s  k i l l  t W o  m e N 
u N d e r  t o r t u r e  a N d  a r r e s t  5 0 
o v e r  m a j l i s  e l e c t i o N  b o Y c o t t  i N 
k h u z e s t a N

5 February – Security forces arrested about 
50 people and killed at least two others in the 
Arab towns of Shush, Hamidieh, and Ahwaz 
in the past few days and at least two people 
were killed.

Writing slogans on walls and inviting others 
to boycott the upcoming Majlis (Parliament) 
elections are reportedly some of the reasons 
behind these arrests. 

f e m a l e  p r o t e s t e r  l a s h e d  5 0  t i m e s 
f o r  ‘ p a r t i c i p at i N g  i N  i l l e g a l 
g at h e r i N g ’

7 February – Shamim Zeinol-Abedin was 
summoned to the Sentence Implementation 
Unit in Tehran on 7 February to be flogged 
50 times. According to reports, this young 
woman was detained for a while in 2009 in 
Evin Prison. Her charges include ‘disrupting 
public order and participating in an illegal 
protest’.

i r a N  a r r e s t s  1 0  c h r i s t i a N s  i N 
s h i r a z  c h u r c h  at t a c k

10 February – In the continuing wave of 
the arrests of Christians, security forces and 
plainclothes agents on 8 February stormed 
a home in Shiraz which was used as a church 
and arrested 10 converted Christians. 

According to reports, these people had 
come together for prayer ceremonies and 
were taken to an unknown location. 

s u i c i d e  r at e  o N  t h e  r i s e  i N 
N o t o r i o u s  g o h a r d a s h t  p r i s o N

15 February – Inhumane and intolerable 
pressures on prisoners in Gohardasht Prison 
have led to a rise in suicides in the past few 
days and at least three people in ward 1 of 
the prison have committed suicide. The latest 
prisoner to commit suicide was 22-year-old 
Javad Lotfi who made an attempt on his 
life on 8 February to escape the intolerable 
conditions of ward 1 but he was saved by his 
cellmates at the last moment and was taken 
to the infirmary. 

h u m a N  r i g h t s  r e p o r t  –  j a N u a r Y 
2 0 1 2

The Iranian regime announced the executions 
of 45 people in the first month of 2012 
including 16 public executions. According to 
state-run media, the Iranian regime hanged 
11 people in various 
cities only in one 
day on 4 January. 
On 15 January, 12 
other prisoners were 
hanged. The Iranian 
regime also secretly 
hanged 24 other 
prisoners. 

The Iranian regime 
arbitrarily killed 
seven people this month. Five women were 
suspiciously killed in the course of a few days 
in Qarchak Prison while a 21-year-old Kurdish 
political prisoner passed away from a heart 
attack in Khoy Prison. He was denied medical 
treatment. 

According to reports, 42 people were 
sentenced to death in January including seven 
political prisoners who were mostly accused 
of what the regime calls ‘internet crimes’. 
This is while Reporters without Borders has 
announced that many of them were forced to 
make false confessions under torture. These 
prisoners include Mehdi Alizadeh, Saied 
Malekpour, Ali and Habib Afshari, Ahmad-

Reza Hashempour, Amir Mirzayi Hekmati and 
Vahid Asghari. 

State-media reported in January that two 
prisoners were flogged. They were later 
executed. 

The facts above were some of the instances 
of human rights violations in the month of 
January. Of course, only a small percentage of 
the countless human rights violations going 
on every day in Iran were mentioned in this 
report.

u.s. sanctions iran’s 3rd largest bank
The Wall Street Journal (23 January 
2012): The Obama administration 
sanctioned Iran’s third-largest bank, Bank 
Tejarat, closing off one of Tehran’s few 
remaining conduits for trade with the 
West. 

The U.S. Treasury Department’s action on 
Monday follows President Barack Obama’s 
move last month to ban any American 
dealings with Iran’s central bank, and an 
agreement by the EU earlier Monday to 
ban all purchases of Iranian oil. Treasury 
officials said they sanctioned Bank Tejarat 
for its alleged role in financing Iran’s nuclear 
program and for assisting other designated 
Iranian banks and companies in evading 
international sanctions.

french fm: iran building nuclear 
weapon
The Associated Press (3 January 2012): 
France’s foreign minister says Europe must 
agree on stricter sanctions against Iran. 
Alain Juppe says there is “no doubt” that 
Iran is continuing with its plans to build a 
nuclear weapon. 

iaea: iran apparently worked secretly 
on developing a nuclear weapon
The Associated Press (11 November 
2011): In a show-and-tell based on secret 
intelligence, the U.N. atomic agency shared 
satellite images, letters and diagrams with 
35 nations Friday as it sought to underpin 
its case that Iran apparently worked 
secretly on developing a nuclear weapon.

Western diplomats said that the briefing 
was a convincing supplement to a report 
presented earlier this week. Based on 1,000 
pages of research and nearly a decade 
of probing Iran, that document included 
evidence that the agency says indicates 
the Islamic republic is working on the 
clandestine procurement of equipment 
and designs to make nuclear arms.
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UN envoy consigns Iranian exiles to ‘prison’ in a shameful 
deal with Tehran [The Sunday Telegraph, by Christopher Booker, 29 January 2012]

The week before 
Christmas, I re-
ported on what 
appeared to be 
a fast-looming 
tragedy. In Iraq, 

3,300 unarmed Iranian exiles, who had 
lived since the 1980s at Camp Ashraf, a 
neat town they built in the desert near 
the Iranian border, were being threatened 
with massacre on December 31.

The threat was issued by Iraq’s prime 
minister Nouri al-Maliki, acting in 
conjunction with Iran’s murderous 
Revolutionary Guards, who regard 
the People’s Mujahideen of Iran (the 
PMOI), part of the National Council 
for Resistance in Iran, as their most 
hated enemies. As the deadline neared, 
following intense diplomatic activity, 
not least by the US government, the 
UN signed an agreement with the Iraqi 
government, brokered by the UN’s 
special representative in Iraq, Martin 
Kolber, a former German diplomat.

The Ashraf residents would be 

transferred to Camp Liberty, a former 
US base covering 25 square miles near 
Baghdad, from where the UN would 
arrange their transfer to third countries. 
On Christmas Day, this was welcomed 
by the US Secretary of State, Hillary 
Clinton.

It then emerged, however, that the 
3,300 exiles would only be permitted to 
occupy a tiny corner of Camp Liberty, 
barely quarter of a mile square, which 
had been completely looted, was without 
running water and around which the 
Iraqis were erecting a 15ft concrete wall. 
They would not be allowed to bring 
vehicles or personal belongings, or leave 
the camp. Far from being offered a safe 
haven, it seemed, they were to await their 
fate crammed into what the European 
Council last week denounced as “a 
prison”, watched inside and out by armed 
Iraqi and Iranian guards.

As scandalous as anything in the past 
month has been the part played by the 
UN’s Mr Kolber who, far from protesting 
at this betrayal, met in Baghdad with the 

Iranian ambassador, himself a senior 
Revolutionary Guards commander. 
After the meeting he announced first 
that 750, then 1,250, of the exiles were 
willing to return to Iran. There is nothing 
they could dread more, since they know 
that they would either be imprisoned 
or killed. But Kobler’s claim has been 
trumpeted by Tehran as a victory, and the 
deadly impasse remains.

General David Phillips, the former 
head of the US Military Police, who 
gave the Ashraf residents those personal 
guarantees of their safety, has expressed 
his anguish at these developments. He 
has now been joined in protesting at 
the betrayal by an array of distinguished 
international figures, including Rudy 
Giuliani, the former mayor of New York.

But on what authority could a UN 
official become party to this inhuman 
deal? And why does our Government 
appear to condone what is going on? 
What dark game are they all playing – in 
our name?

Secretary Hillary Clinton! Who’s to be held 
accountable for the death of my brother 
who was killed by Iraqi forces when they 
raided Camp Ashraf in July 2009?

Can you even begin to imagine how my 
heart was scarred when I stood before the 
dead body of my beloved brother and 46 
other friends in Camp Ashraf? They had 
all trusted US assurances of protection. 
Indeed my heart has been scarred; a 
deep scar, as deep and as painful as the 
lessons learned in history, to be sadly 
enough, repeated again when justice is 
compromised time and again for meager 
political gains. As the beacon of hope for 
a nation yearning for freedom, what is the 
crime of the Iranian people’s resistance 
and residents of Ashraf? Is it not the 
simple fact that they have persisted in 
their struggle for freedom and sacrificed 
everything?

Ever since the responsibility for our 
security was handed over by the US 
government in 2009, we, the 3,400 
Iranian dissidents residing in Camp 
Ashraf, Iraq, including 1,000 women, 
have consistently been subjected to acts 

of aggression, non-stop psychological 
torture, a comprehensive and inhumane 
siege, violence and murder at the hand 
of the Iraqi government. Iraqi forces have 
injured more than a third of the residents; 
injuries that have yet to heal in light 
of hindrances by the Iraqi Committee 
for Suppression of Ashraf in denying 
the residents access to proper medical 
treatment. I, myself, was injured twice 
during the course of these hostilities. 
During this period, since 2009, and in the 
course of two deadly attacks perpetrated 
by Nouri Al Maliki, the Iraqi PM, at the 
behest of the Iranian regime, we have 
lost 47 of our dearest friends. 

Since there are elements within the 
State Department who have positioned 
themselves on the wrong side of history, 
nothing has changed in the futile 
policy of appeasing the mullahs. In the 
meantime, the Iranian people and their 
resistance continue to pay the price with 
their blood, each and every day. 

Having signed an agreement with each 
and every resident of Ashraf, including 
my brother Hanif, the US is specifically 

responsible for protecting their lives; a 
responsibility it has, unfortunately, turned 
its back on when it was needed the most 
– when the residents were attacked and 
under a barrage of gun fire and explosion 
of grenades and when they were rammed 
by humvees and armored personnel 
carriers – instead of protecting them, 
America stood idly by and looked on as 
the blood of innocent people was spilled 
in Camp Ashraf. The US government will 
be held accountable for any foreseeable 
atrocity that occurs in Ashraf.

Asefeh Immami was only 6 months old 
when, due to her parents’ opposition 
to the mullahs and because her father 
was on death row, she had to leave 
Iran, along with her family, and come 
to Camp Ashraf .

The US State department positioned on 
the wrong side of history By asefeh Immami
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dr. Nontombi Tutu 
[Human rights 
activist – daughter 
of Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu – 11 
February 2012] 
“We cannot stand by and wait for the 
next massacre. We cannot stand by and 
allow the people of Ashraf to be herded 
into a prison camp called Liberty. 

We cannot allow the forced removal 
of the residents of Ashraf, because that is 
not only against every international law, 
it is also against every moral law. 

We here stand with you, the true 
Iranian opposition, the strong and brave 
of Camp Ashraf, in vowing that we will 
not rest until you are free, protected, and 
safe.”

UNHCr: Camp ashraf residents  
and the determination of their  
refugee status claims [UNHCR, 1 February 2012]

archbishop urges action to prevent deaths 
of dissidents [Western Mail, 28 January 2012]

law Society:  
UNHCr urged to act 
over “prison” camp 
[Press Release, 8 February 2012]
The Law Society of 
England & Wales is 
urging the UNHCR 
to step in and ensure 
the residents of 
Camp Ashraf in Iraq 
are not forced to move to a “prison-like” 
new home. 

Professor Sara Chandler, chair of Law 
Society’s Human Rights Committee 
said: “The Iraqi PM is about to preside 
over a major breach of international 
human rights law by moving Camp 
Ashraf ’s residents to Camp Liberty. Even 
if they go voluntarily, there is no freedom 
of movement in the new camp and since 
the residents will not have access to their 
lawyers, family visits or even medical 
services, Camp Liberty is anything but a 
camp. It is more like a prison. 

Amnesty 
International: 
residents of 

‘Camp ashraf’ in Iraq 
at risk
[URGENT ACTION , 22 December 2011]
Between 400 and 800 Iranian nationals 
living in a camp in Iraq could be 
transferred to a new location at the end 
of this year. Their security could be at risk 
while they are being moved. Amnesty 
International is calling on the Iraqi 
authorities to ensure their protection.

‘don’t turn Camp liberty into a prison 
for ashraf residents’
[Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, 25 January 2012]

Strasbourg, 25.01.2012 – In a statement adopted today 
at its meeting in Strasbourg, the Committee on Political 
Affairs and Democracy of the Parliamentary Assembly 
of the Council of Europe (PACE) called on the Iraqi 
authorities not to turn Camp Liberty into a prison, and 
called on the UNHCR to begin its work in Ashraf and 
end the delay in affirming the refugee status of the residents 
there.

Archbishop of Wales Barry Morgan has 
made a direct appeal to the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees to prevent 
the killing of thousands of Iranian 
dissidents in Iraq.

The Archbishop also fears the residents 
will be a victim of a “murderous assault”, 
and his plea for action is backed by the 
Archbishop of Armagh, the Primate of 
All Ireland, and 15 other bishops.

In a letter to the High Commissioner, 
Antonio Guterres, Dr Morgan writes: 
“The Iraqi government has twice attacked 
and massacred more than 50 civilians 
of Ashraf on April 8, 2012, and July 28, 
2009, including eight women. The video 
clips showing these killings are indeed 
shocking.

“For the last three years, the residents 
of Ashraf have been under an inhumane 
siege including a medical siege. Many 

have died as a result of their injuries and 
lack of any medical help.

“We are also aware that Iran wants 
to annihilate Ashraf and its residents 
as they are Iran’s main opposition and 
inspire millions of people in Iran who cry 
freedom.

He concludes: “The best course of 
action is for the UNHCR to declare the 
Ashraf residents as refugees prima facia 
and to declare the Camp Ashraf itself as a 
refugee camp.”

UNHCR has been for some time and 
remains ready to undertake verification 
and refugee status adjudication 
for the residents of Camp New 
Iraq (formerly Camp Ashraf ) 
who are persons of concern. It 
has mobilized teams on the 
ground, and has put in place 
the necessary soft and hard 
ware support capabilities. 
UNHCR attaches 
utmost importance 
to peaceful solutions 
being found, including 
that any relocation 
outside Camp New 
Iraq proceed on a 
voluntary basis, 
with freedom of 
movement the most desirable 
state at the site of relocation. Camp 

residents who have submitted requests 
for refugee status are formally asylum-
seekers under international law whose 

claims require adjudication. 
International law 

requires that 
asylum-seekers 

must be able to 
benefit from basic 

protection of their 
security and well-

being. This includes 
protection against 

any expulsion or 
return to the frontiers 

of territories where 
their lives or freedom 

would be threatened 
(the non-refoulement 

principle).


