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Newsletter
NO TO WAR · NO TO APPEASEMENT · YES TO THE THIRD OPTION: DEMOCRATIC CHANGE IN IRAN

On Saturday 13 June over 600 
legislators and distinguished 
personalities from 69 coun

tries participated in the annual 
convention of Iranian Resistance in 
Villepinte, Paris. The rally titled “Unit
ed against Islamic Fundamentalism 
and terrorism”, gathered some 100,000 
participants from five continents.

Maryam Rajavi, Presidentelect 
of the Iranian Resistance was the 
keynote speaker. Her motto, ‘We 
Can and We Must’ bring about 
democratic change in Iran and peace 
in the region, was echoed many times 
by speakers and participants. In her 
speech she highlighted the destructive 
consequences of persisting with the 
policy of appeasement towards the 
clerical regime that has resulted in the 
expansion of extremism in the region 
and the world. 

We Can and We Must
Protect Camp Liberty and bring freedom to Iran 

and peace to the region
The powerful message from Villepinte 2015

In the rally, 87 personalities offered 
speeches on behalf of delegations 
from various countries. Among the 
participants were many prominent 
women including Kim Campbell, 
former Prime Minister of Canada; 
Rita Süssmuth, former President of 

the German Parliament (Bundestag), 
Linda Chavez, former White 
House Director of Public Liaison; 
Frances Townsend, Assistant to US 
President on Homeland Security 
and Counterterrorism (2004–2008); 

continued on page 2
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Michèle AlliotMarie, French represen
tative to the European Parliament and 
former French Minister of Defence, 
Interior and Justice (20022011); 
Hoda Badran, Chair of Network of 
Arab Women from Egypt; Rabiha 
Diab, Minister of Women’s Affairs for 
Palestine; Maria Candida Elmeida, 
Attorney General of Portugal; Martin 
Vallton, mayor of Villepinte; Sabine 
LeutheusserSchnarrenberger, former 
German Minister of Justice; Ingrid 
Betancourt, former Presidential 
candidate in Colombia; Maria Teresa 
Fernandez de la Vega, former Deputy 
Prime Minister of Spain; Rama Yade, 
former French Minister of Human 
Rights and Vice President of the 
French Radical Party; Liliana Minca, 
Vice President of the Romanian 
Parliament; Maria Grecea, member 
of European Council from Romania; 
Meredith Bergman, senior member of 
Labour Party and former Speaker of 
Australian Senate; Ranjana Kumari, 
women’s rights activist and sponsor of 
Beijing+20 Regional Review Meeting; 
Oinikhol Bobonazarova, famously 
known as the mother of human rights 
of Tajikistan; and Aneesa Ahmed, 
former Deputy Minister of Law and 
Gender from the Maldives.

Lord Peter Goldsmith, former 
Attorney General for England 
and Wales, addressed Iran 
Freedom rally in Paris. The 
following are excerpts from his 
speech in Villepinte on 13 June 
2015:

“Friends, you’re here today to 
demonstrate your commitment to 
human rights, to democracy, to the 
rule of law, and to a free Iran. I am 
proud to be here with you, not only 
because your cause is right for Iran and 
the people of Iran, but also because 
what you are calling for is right for the 
rest of the world.

“To tackle extremism and Islamic 
fundamentalism is something that we 
have to deal with as well. This is not just 
your struggle; it’s our fight for survival 
too. The danger of this phenomenon 

is seen and felt by everyone.
“We have to identify the roots of the 

problem. We’ve tried in my country—
and I’ve been a part of this—to tackle 
the problem of fundamentalism, of 
violent extremism, and terrorism, 
with different tools with new laws 
against extremism, with new laws 
against terrorism, with speeches, 
with teaching, and yes of course with 
military force too. Each of those has a 
place. But each has its own problems. 
And unless we can get to the root of 
the problem we will not succeed.

“And part of the root of that 
problem, perhaps the biggest part 
of that, is what happened in 1979 
when religious dogma and political 
absolute power came together in 
Tehran. And therefore to deal with 
the regime in Tehran, which is a big 

part, perhaps the biggest part of the 
promotion of extremism and terrorism 
around the world, is something that 
we have to support as well.

“I am proud and pleased and 
privileged to be a part of this 
extraordinary demonstration of 
your commitment today.”
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From Britain former Attorney 
General, Lord Peter Goldsmith and 
members of British Parliament David 
Amess, Steve McCabe, and David 
Jones talked on behalf of a high
level delegation from both Houses of 
Parliament including Lord Singh, and 
North London MPs Matthew Offord 
and Mike Freer, as well as high ranking 
lawyers from the Law Society. 

A number of distinguished 
Americans voiced their solidarity with 
the rally and their concern about the 
safety and security of the residents 
of Camp Liberty by video, including 
Senator Joseph Lieberman, Vice 
Presidential candidate (2004); John 
McCain, Chairman of US Senate 
Armed Services Committee; Edward 
Royce, Chairman of House Foreign 
Affairs Committee and ranking 

Democrat of the Committee, Eliot 
Engel; Ted Poe, Chairman of House 
Foreign Affairs Subcommittee on 
Terrorism, nonProliferation and 
Trade; Ileana RosLehtinen, Chair of 
House Foreign Affairs Subcommittee 
on Middle East and North Africa; and 
Members of Congress: Judi Chu, Brian 
Higgins and Tom McClintock. Nancy 
Pelosi, Leader of the House Democrats, 
expressed her solidarity with the rally 
in writing. 

The rally was broadcast live to Iran 
and widely covered by Middle Eastern 
Television stations. Fox News with over 
40 million viewers in the USA covered 
the event 5 times on Saturday 13 June. 
The Washington Times had a link to the 
live broadcast on the top of its website 
all day on Saturday 13 June. 
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Excerpts of Mrs Rajavi’s speech 
at Villepinte: 

I sincerely extend my gratitude to 
you all for joining this gathering.

We have come here to convey 
to the world the voice and message 
of Iran’s rightful owners, the Iranian 
people.

Amid an unrelenting uproar over 
the Iranian regime’s ominous nuclear 
program and three inhuman wars in the 
region, we have come to say that those 
who are speaking on behalf of Iran [the 
government] are in fact the enemies of 
Iran and all Iranians. 

The people of Iran neither want 
nuclear weapons, nor meddling in Iraq, 
Syria or Yemen, nor despotism, torture 
and shackles. 

The people of Iran are the tens 
of millions of enraged teachers, 
students, nurses and workers who 
demand freedom, democracy, jobs and 
livelihood.

They say the only way to end the 
violations of human rights in Iran, the 
nuclear impasse, the crises in the region, 
and the confrontation with ISIS and 
terrorism, is to topple the Caliph of 
regression and terrorism in Iran. 

Look at Iran as it has risen up today. 
It is inflamed and seething despite 
nearly 1,800 executions during Hassan 
Rouhani’s tenure:

The uprising in Mahabad and the 
protests in Sanandaj, Sardasht, Saqqez 
and Marivan, reflect the courage and 
upheaval of Iranian Kurds in the face of 
crime and injustice. 

Successive demonstrations by 
teachers all across our nation echo the 
cries of those who have been ignored 
and have now risen up for the right to 
life and right to freedom.

The daily strikes and sitins by 
workers resonate the outcries of 
starving families nationwide.

Dozens of armed clashes involving 
young Baluchis, Kurds and Arabs 
reflect the fury of an enchained nation 

which has been denied any means to 
protest.

Hundreds of hunger strikes and 
protests by political prisoners, embody 
the perseverance of a nation that has 
defeated the mullahs even in torture 
chambers.

The sitins of the mothers of 
deathrow prisoners, the protests of 
Gonabadi and Ahle Haq dervishes, 
and the suffering of impoverished 
street vendors are the rumblings of a 
mountain about to erupt. 

Look at today’s Iran. Do you see 
any Iranian not discontented or not 
wanting change? 

The 15 million deprived and destitute 
citizens languishing in shanty towns in 
the suburbs, the 10 to 15 million young 
people who cannot find jobs and the 
millions of families feeling the heavy 
burden of high prices, all of them, 
feel the same pain and demand major 
change. 

When social conditions are ripe for 
change, there is no element more vital 
than the existence of an organized 
movement. This explains why the 
mullahs fear and attempt to destroy the 
People’s Mojahedin (PMOI/MEK) 
and the National Council of Resistance 
of Iran. The mullahs have always 
considered the PMOI’s presence in 
Iraq as an existential threat because 
they are the vanguard force in the fight 
against religious fascism. 

Over the past three decades, the 
mullahs have endeavoured to annihilate 
this movement more than anything 
else. 

We all recall that in an attempt to 
crack down on the June 2009 uprisings, 
the regime first attacked Camp Ashraf. 

Similarly, the morning after the 
defeat of his preferred candidate for 
the Presidential elections in 2013, 
Khamenei ordered a rocket attack on 
Camp Liberty. And two years ago, 
when he decided to sign the nuclear 
accord, he ordered that Ashraf 
residents be massacred. 

The mullahs’ real aim is to annihilate 
the residents of Liberty or secure their 
surrender to the regime. This explains 
why the regime is hindering their 
relocation out of Iraq. 

On the other hand, by repeatedly 
violating international treaties and 
reneging on their written obligations 
toward the Ashrafis, the US and the 
UN have in practice sided with the 
religious fascism ruling Iran.

I once again call on the US and the 
UN to take urgent action to protect 
the Camp Liberty residents and put 
an end to the medical and logistical 
siege of the camp and its prison-like 
conditions. 

Indeed, with the hope and faith 
in freedom, we have gone through 
half a century of struggle against 
two dictatorships. And we will 
continue with evergreater hope and 
determination until freedom and 
democracy reign supreme in Iran. 

Yes, we can break the chains
And flow to the sea like a river
With a radiant cause, we can
Destroy the darkness of injustice
We can and we must sing in unison
In every breath, of Iran’s freedom
No doubt, the future belongs to you. 

Hundreds of 
hails to you 
and your 
struggle.

May 
victory 
be yours!

M A R Y A M  R A J A V I :  
A  D E M O C R A T I C ,  N O N - N U C L E A R  I R A N  I S  T H E 

S O L U T I O N  F O R  T H E  M I D D L E  E A S T
W E  C A N  A N D  W E  M U S T



4 ICFTONewsletter July 2015

International Committee for the Third Option

A  G L I M M E R  O F  R E A L  H O P E
During his remarks to BBC Radio 4’s ‘Thought for 
the Day’ on Tuesday 16 June 2015, Lord Indarjit 
Singh, cross-bench member of the House of Lords 
said: 
“I thought of the Guru’s teachings, his martyrdom and the 
lack of bitterness when I attended a huge political rally in Paris 
over the weekend as part of a delegation of parliamentarians 
from different parts of the world. 

“The rally of more than 100,000 was organised by Iranians 
who had fled persecution in Iran. 

“In an echo of Guru Arjan’s teachings, the leader of the 
rally, a woman, Maryam Rajavi, spoke of the need for open 
democracy and freedom of belief for all faiths.

“Many of the speakers had themselves suffered torture 
or imprisonment, or the loss of near ones at the hands 
of the present rulers, but there was no bitterness in their 
contributions; only a desire to move on.

“To me this gives us a glimmer of real hope in the otherwise 
allpervading gloom of intolerance in our strifetorn world.”

Barnet Iranians joined thousands of 
people at a peace rally in Paris to fight 
for freedom.

More than 100,000 people attended 
the ceremony at Villepinte Auditorium, 
on the outskirts of the French capital, 
which was led by Maryam Rajavi, of the 
Iranian Resistance.

Mrs Rajavi’s movement aims to end 
repression in the country.

Hendon MP Matthew Offord and 

Finchley and Golders Green MP 
Mike Freer attended to support the 
resistance.

Mr Offord said: “I’m here not only to 
support my constituents but also Mrs 
Rajavi and what she’s promoting for the 
residents of Iran.”

Mr Freer said: “We must continue to 
press for a regime change against the 
current regime in Iran, which continues 
to pursue nuclear weapons.”

“Ladies and Gentlemen, it’s a huge 
pleasure and a privilege to be among 
you in this magnificent gathering here 
in Paris today. 

“May I commend you for your 
courage and your perseverance in your 
struggle to achieve democracy for the 
great people of Iran. I want to speak 
to you briefly today about history. 
History is important because if we do 
not understand history we cannot plan 
properly for the future, and I want 
to look back thirteen years to that 
shameful decision which resulted in 
the pivotal forces of your movement, 
the PMOI, being branded a terrorist 
organisation. Ladies and Gentlemen, 
that was a profoundly wrong decision 

by the United Kingdom, by the United 
States of America and by the European 
Union, which set back the cause of 
democracy in Iran by many years. 

“It was your leader, Madame 
Maryam Rajavi, who placed her trust 
in the independence of the judiciary in 
Britain, in the United States and in the 
European Union, and her trust was not 
misplaced. 

“Friends, it took a truly democratic, 
mature, tolerant, ethical and courageous 
leader to make that decision. Madame 
Rajavi is indeed such a leader and she 
should be recognised as such by the 
international community. 

“So today I’m proud to stand with 
you. 

“The fighting spirit that you displayed 
in the courts to achieve justice for 
your cause will give you strength in 
your continued struggle to achieve 
democracy for the great nation of Iran.”

I commend you for your courage and your perseverance 
David Jones MP:

Barnet Iranians ‘fight for freedom’ with Maryam Rajavi
By Anna Slater, Chief Reporter, North London Times June 13, 2015
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Michèle Alliot-Marie, MEP 
and former French Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, Defence, Interior 
and Justice (2002-2011) spoke at 
Villepinte: 
“Dear Maryam Rajavi, if so many of 
us are gathered here today – both our 
Iranian friends and we who have come 
from so many other countries – it is 
because in our eyes you are a woman of 
courage and conviction, and the issues 
you raise and the values that you carry 
are also ours.

“Today we live in a world that has 
never been more dangerous. We live 
in a world where the risks, tensions, 
violations of human rights, and 

violations of women’s dignity and 
human dignity have never been greater.

“Unfortunately, for years Iran has 
contributed to the destabilization of 
the region and the world. Not your 
Iran, with its history, its grandeur, and 
the intellect of its people. But a regime 
that represents a real danger to the 
world.

“Its first danger is the threat of 
nuclear proliferation which inevitably 
will encourage other countries into 
acquiring nuclear weapons as well. 
And worse, it is a regime that supports 
movements which destabilize its 
neighbours.

“If we want to escape a fatal spiral 

that will lead to the destruction of 
this region and our whole world, we 
must act. I say to all those who have 
come from all the countries, we must 
act quickly. We must act clearly and 
unambiguously.”

“Let me first of all welcome very warmly 
the Italian Parliamentary delegation 
which is with me tonight and welcome 
in particular a very distinguished 
personality from Italy and the 
European Parliament, the Honourable 
Marco Pannella, who is campaigning 
very strongly to bring about a transition 
towards the rule of law in countries like 
Iran which are suffering because of 
despotic and extremist regimes.

“In the Middle East, peace and 
stability can succeed only if extremism 
and fundamentalism are defeated.

“The forces of moderation, freedom 
and democracy should therefore 
be helped not only by Western 
Governments but also by all democratic 
nations throughout the world, and by 

the individuals who care for human 
values and freedoms. 

“The war against ISIS should not 
deflect our attention from Iran’s 
objectives. Tehran’s power grab in Iraq 
has assured the dominance of Shiite 
militias, reinforcing dramatically the 
appeal of fundamentalist organizations 
like ISIS in Sunni regions.

“Tehran’s meddling in the region 
aims at compensating for shortcomings 
at home. By exporting fundamentalism 
and terror under the banner of Islam the 
mullahs want to preserve their power 
in Tehran, overcoming the regime’s 
weakness and inability to address 
domestic problems. Fundamentalism 
can only survive by being on the 
offensive.

“However, more of the population – 
in particular the youth – is becoming 
restive and demands change. More and 
more Iranian women are a force for 
social change. They look at the example 
given by Madame Rajavi and her 
marvellous commitment to democracy 
and social justice.

“We must be proud to stand with 
them.”

Rama Yade, France’s former Human 
Rights Minister described participants 
at the convention as the “voice of the 
Iranian people” and “defenders of free
dom” rallying for “democratic change”.

“You are rallying behind President 
Rajavi who tirelessly shows you the way 
to freedom,” Ms Yade told the crowd.

She said the prodemocracy 
supporters at the Iran Freedom rally 
represent the people inside Iran “who 
are under the oppression of this regime 

and whose rights are being violated.”
“Your presence here is a sign of the 

Iranian people’s desire for change”, she 
said and continued:

“The Iranian regime has remained a 
dangerous threat for human rights in 
Iran and beyond its borders.

“This [prospective nuclear 
agreement] will affect everyone in the 
region. It is unacceptable to remain 
silent in the face of this dangerous 
policy mistake” .

W E  M U S T  A C T

It is unacceptable to remain silent in the face of this dangerous 
policy mistake

Marvellous commitment to democracy and social justice 
Former Italian Foreign Minister Giulio Terzi: 
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The following text is adapted 
from remarks by Tom Ridge, 
former secretary of the US 

Homeland Security Department and 
former Governor and Congressman 
from Pennsylvania, at the June 13 event 
in Paris while reading from ‘the New 
Policy Initiative’, a plan endorsed by 38 
former US officials:

With a very long history of serving 
the American people in the US national 
interest, we stand together today to call 
for a new approach of our country’s 
policy toward Iran and Iranian 
opposition. The initiative we publicly 
announce today is an independent 
initiative motivated by our concerns 
for the US national security as well as 
justice and opportunity for millions of 
Arab and Persian citizens whose futures 
are being shaped by current events and 
unending suffering of Iranian people 
who have been deprived of their 
fundamental rights for over 35 years 
under the tyrannical regime ruling Iran. 

We are also deeply concerned about 
the safety and security of approximately 
2,500 Iranian opposition members 
trapped, and I say trapped, in Camp 
Liberty in Iraq whom our government, 
through our military, pledged in 
writing to protect while being 
sponsored for relocation by the UN. 
They remain a moral obligation for 
the United States of America, arising 
not only from the written guarantee 
but also from invaluable intelligence, 
including critical information about 
Iran’s nuclear program, provided by the 
opposition members. 

Our country’s failure to uphold its 
solemn promises to these defenceless 
men and women is inexcusable, and 
it is a byproduct of our government’s 
misreading of the Iranian regime’s 
intentions. We are united in our 
understanding of the true nature of the 

regime in Iran, a subject of which many 
of our colleagues in Washington seem 
uncertain. 

While we share the goals of ending 
Iran’s nuclear weapons activities 
through diplomacy, if such an outcome 
can be negotiated, we believe it is a 
mistake for Iran’s actions in Syria, Iraq, 
Yemen and elsewhere to be overlooked, 
minimized, excused or even welcomed. 
We also believe it would better serve 
our country’s interest to pay closer 
attention to the human rights and 
aspirations of the Iranian people. 

So, all of us on the stage and thousands 
of Americans back home today call 
for an end to the misguided position 
of those in Washington who seek to 
isolate, exclude or otherwise ignore 
Iran’s largest, most established and 
bestorganized political opposition, 
the National Council of Resistance of 

Iran, led by Mrs Maryam Rajavi. 
You know, in recent years all of us 

have come to know Mrs Rajavi and the 
NCRI, and we know the resistance far 
better than many in Washington who 
believe the NCRI should be kept at 
arm’s length for one reason or other. 

We call today as well for immediate 
pressure by our government on the 
government of Iraq — which, I might 
add, depends on the government of the 
United States’ military and financial 
aid — to end the systematic torment 
of the MEK members still in Iraq that 
has thus far resulted in 142 deaths. 
And let me just remind the world, over 
100 of them were outright murdered, 
15 died of rocket attacks and 26 died 
because they were simply denied access 
to health care. We call on Iran to end 
the consistent denial of liveable health, 
sanitary and nutrition conditions. 
The cessation of harassment should be 
followed immediately by their physical 
removal from Iraq to countries in 
which Iranian opposition members are 
already leading productive lives. And 
we say to the administration of the 
US, that includes the United States of 
America. 

“Our country’s failure to uphold its solemn promises  
to these defenceless men and women is inexcusable”

The New Policy Initiative
A plan endorsed by 38 former US officials
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“I am here from 
India and I bring 
you greetings from 
Indian people 
especially from 
Indian women. 

“I am extremely 
pleased to be sharing this platform 
with you all and express my solidarity 
with women who have been working 
tirelessly for equality and democracy.

“When I hear about the thousand 
women leaders on your committee who 
are really leading under the leadership 
of Maryam Rajavi, then I feel very 
proud. That strong women’s leadership 
will lead you to victory, will lead you 
to success, I can tell you that. I stand 
here and urge you all to support Mrs 
Rajavi who has been fighting against 
the fundamentalist regime of Hassan 

Rouhani and Mullahs. We are fully 
aware of the horrendous brutality that 
is being inflicted on women in Iran 
under his regime.

“Women in Iran have been protesting 
against the oppressive measures of the 
Mullahs and against the discrimination 
they have been burdened with in the 
state of Iran. We should not ignore 
the fact that Iran has been witnessing 
maximum execution under the present 
regime. 

“The unconcealed discrimination 
needs to be eradicated so that the 
sufferings of Iranian women under the 
rule of the Mullah can be put to an end 
forever.

“On this occasion I would request 
the worldwide community to form 
an extended network of women who 
believe in peace and equality. 

“Let me tell you we have already 
started the initiative to build a global 
network for peace and that’s what is 
going to be the future where the global 
women’s network is going to support 
your struggle and we stand by you in 
your struggle.

“I just came back from the United 
States where was conferred on me the 
Lotus Leadership Award. It is a very 
prestigious global award but what I 
am more proud of is that the global 
community reaffirmed their pledge 
to work towards the advancement 
of women’s rights. I appeal to them 
to extend their support to Madam 
Maryam Rajavi and her movement to 
establish a truly democratic Iran. You 
will, you shall and you should win your 
democratic struggle.”

“I bring to you 
greetings and good 
wishes from the 
Maldives, a very 
small country in 
terms of land and 
population, but a 

strong believer in the protection and 

promotion of human rights. To my 
sisters and brothers in Camp Liberty I 
express my full support and solidarity 
with you, and I assure you that I will 
do whatever I can for your safety and 
rights. 

“Mrs Rajavi, I salute you for your 
courage and steadfastness in fighting 

for democracy and human rights. You 
are an inspiration to all women, and us 
Muslim women in particular. Indeed, 
you have become our role model. 

“I wish you and NCRI success in your 
fight to bring the change that Iranian 
people desire, yes, that is freedom, 
democracy and equality.”

“We are here once 
again in this gath
ering to declare the 
support of the Ro
manian parliamen
tarians for your 
movement and 
their great interest 

in your cause. The Iranian community 
in Romania has presented us with your 
just cause. We know them very well for 
their honesty, sincerity and dedication 

to human rights and democracy in their 
homeland, Iran. Therefore, all the evil 
actions of the Iranian regime and their 
agents had no influence on us at all. I 
want you all to know that your cause 
is expanding in Romania. You have a 
great support in the Romanian Parlia
ment and support in the civil society is 
also growing as there is now an Ashraf 
Association for promotion of democra
cy and respect for human rights. Yes, we 
take part in this gathering every year, 

because we want that Iranian regime 
to know that freedom and democracy 
are to be respected and guaranteed for 
every human being. We salute you all 
for your tireless activity for democracy. 
We salute Madame Rajavi for her belief 
in women’s equality and also for her 
tolerance and open mind with regard 
to freedom of religion and her serious 
struggle against Islamic fundamental
ism. We are with you right to the end 
and until Iran is free.”

You have a great support in the Romanian Parliament 
Liliana Minca, Vice President of the Romanian Parliament

To my sisters and brothers in Camp Liberty I express my full 
support for you
Aneesa Ahmed, former Deputy Minister of Law and Gender from the Maldives

Human rights especially for women have always been  
sidelined in Iran 
Excerpt from speech at Villepinte by Dr Ranjana Kumari, Director and Co-Founder of India’s Centre for 
Social Research and President and Founder of Women Power Connect
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ROW 1, right to left:
Lord Peter Goldsmith, former Attorney General of England and Wales; Alan Vivien, former French Minister; 
Gilbert Mitterrand, President of France Liberty Foundation; Günter Verhuegen, Vice President of the European 
Commission (2005–2010); Kim Campbell, former Prime Minister of Canada; Mrs Shelton; General Hugh Shelton, 
former Chairman of the US Army Joint Chiefs of Staff (1997–2001); Michèle Alliot-Marie, French Representative to 
the European Parliament and former Minister of Defence, Foreign Affairs, Interior and Justice (2002–2011); Maryam 
Rajavi, President Elect of the Iranian Opposition the National Council of Resistance of Iran; Elaine Chao, former 
Labour Secretary of the United States; Rudy Giuliani, former Mayor of New York and Presidential candidate (2008); 
Tom Ridge, First Secretary of Homeland Security of the United States; Louis Freeh, Director of the US Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (1993–2001); Michael Mukasey, US Attorney General (2007–2009); General George Casey, 
Chief of Staff of the United States Army and Commanding General of Multi National Forces, Iraq (2004 – 2007); 
Howard Dean, former Governor of Vermont and Chairman of Democratic National Committee (2005–2009); John 
Bolton, former US Ambassador at the United Nations Edward Rendell, former Governor of Pennsylvania and 
Chairman of Democratic National Committee. 

ROW 2, right to left:
Martin Patzelt, Member of the German Parliament and former Mayor of Frankfurt; Otto Bernhard, Chair of 
German Committee in Solidarity with Free Iran and a former Member of the German Parliament and a political 
consultant in Berlin; Sabine Leutheusser-Schnarrenberger, former German Minister of Justice; Dr Ranjana 
Kumari, Director and Co-Founder of India’s Centre for Social Research and President and Founder of Women 
Power Connect; Dr Kumari’s husband; Maria Teresa Fernandez de la Vega, former Deputy Prime Minister of 
Spain; Ingrid Betancourt, former Presidential candidate for Colombia; Dana Rohrabacher, Chairman of the 
House Subcommittee on Europe; Mrs Rhonda Rohrabacher; Robert Pittenger, Member of US Congress; General 
James Conway, retired, former Commandant of the Marine Corps, Iraq 2003; Colonel Wes Martin, retired, former 
Antiterrorism/Force Protection OIC for Coalition Forces, Iraq; Senator Robert Torricelli, former US Senator; James 
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Woolsey, former Director of CIA; Frances Townsend, former White House Advisor on Homeland Security; Gilbert 
Galanxhi, the Ambassador of the Republic of Albania to US; Mrs Galanxhi.

ROW 3, right to left:
Prof Raymond Tanter, President of Iran Policy Committee (IPC); Bruce McColm, President of Global Initiative for 
Democracy and IPC’s Empowerment Committee Chair; Sir David Amess, Member of British Parliament, Co-Chair 
of the British Parliamentary Committee for Iran Freedom; David Jones, Member of British Parliament and former 
Secretary of State for Wales (2012-2014); Mrs Carolyn Cohen (Dershowitz); Prof Alan Dershowitz, Prominent 
American lawyer; Colonel Tom Cantwell, former Camp Ashraf Commander, 2003; Mr Ken Blackwell, former Mayor 
of Cincinnati; Mrs Blackwell; General Charles “Chuck” F. Wald, former Deputy Commander of United States 
European Command; Lincoln Bloomfield, former US Assistant Secretary of State for Political Military Affairs; Mrs 
Bloomfield; Philip J. Crowley, State Department Spokesman and Assistant Secretary; Marc Ginsberg, former US 
Ambassador to Morocco; Dr Ivan Sascha Sheehan, a tenured Associate Professor of Public and International Affairs 
at the University of Baltimore.

ROW 4, right to left:
Prof Walid Phares, advisor to the US House of Representatives Caucus on Counter Terrorism; Lord Brian Cotter, 
Member of British House of Lords; Brian Binley, former MP for Northampton South; Mike Freer, MP for Finchley 
and Golders Green; Mark Williams, MP for Ceredigion; Robert Blackman, MP for Harrow East; Matthew Offord, 
MP for Hendon; Robert Graham, Chairman of the Arizona Republican Party; Mrs Julia Graham; Rick Gray, 
Chairman of Transportation Committee of Arizona State House of Representatives; Senator Adam Driggs, 
Chairman of the Arizona Senate Veterans and Military Affairs Committee; Mrs Lenore Driggs; Jonathan Larkin, 
Member of the Arizona House of Representatives; Phil Lovas, Member of the Arizona House of Representatives; 
Mrs Roxanne Coleman; Doug Coleman, Member of the Arizona House of Representatives; Elizabeth Boyer; Paul 
Boyer, Member of the Arizona House of Representatives.
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Meredith Bergman, senior member of Labour Party and 
former Speaker of Australian Senate: “I bring you greetings 
from the Australian supporters of democracy in Iran. Nine 
of us have come from a very long way away. Three of us have 
come here via Albania, where we have been visiting the 
residents of Camp Liberty who have been given sanctuary in 
Tirana. They send their greetings to this gathering. Three of 
us, Dr Phil Glendenning who is head of the Refugee Council 
of Australia, Dr Beverley Firth and I, travelled to Albania 
to visit the three communities of refugees who have come 
there from Camp Liberty. Why did we do this? Because a 
year ago, at the Women’s Conference in Paris, I heard that 
Albania had taken in refugees from Camp Liberty, and I 
asked the Albanian lady sitting next to me: How come one of 
the poorest countries in Europe has taken in these refugees? 

and she said: ‘Because we know what it’s like to live under a 
dictator.’

“So that’s when I decided to visit Albania. Their thoughts 
are every day with the struggle inside Iran and the struggle 
inside Camp Liberty. You are not forgotten; we are with 
you!”

U S  M U S T  K E E P  I T S  W O R D  T O  I R A N I A N 
D I S S I D E N T S  I N  C A M P  L I B E R T Y

Howard Dean, former 
Governor of Vermont 
and Presidential 
Candidate (2008), told 
the Iran Freedom rally 

in Paris: “The only way the United 
States can have moral force on its side 
is that we keep our word. And there are 
approximately 2,400 Iranian dissidents 
in what amounts to a prison camp near 
the Baghdad airport because America 
did not keep its promises. We should 
keep our promises.”

Senator John McCain: 
“Your cause is our 
cause, and your fight 
is our fight. I will do 
everything in my power 

as the Chairman of the Senate Armed 
Services Committee to pass legislation 
to uphold our pledge to the people of 
Camp Liberty.”

Ed Rendell, former 
Chairman of the 
Democratic National 
Committee and for-
mer Governor of 

Pennsylvania: “I know many of you are 
frustrated that 2,500 of your comrades 
are still in prison at Camp Liberty. 

“I want you to know that we are 
frustrated too. Myself and many people 
behind me, many of my colleagues, 

were part of persuading the people 
of Ashraf to go to Liberty because we 
were told by the UN and US that it 
would be a temporary transit camp and 
everyone would be immigrated as fast 
and humanely as possible. 

“The US promised each one of those 
citizens that we would protect them, 
and it is clear we cannot protect them 
in Iraq, so we need to get them out. We 
have a moral and legal obligation to get 
them out.”

Bill Richardson, for-
mer Governor and 
Congressman from 
New Mexico, former 
US Ambassador to the 

United Nations and former US Energy 
Secretary: “Do you know where the 
democratic alternative is? It is right 
here. It is you. It is democracy. 

It is the people of Iran that you 
represent. I am proud to be with you 
with this huge crowd.”

Ed Royce, Chairman 
of the House Foreign 
Affairs Committee: 
“Congress has been at 
the forefront of efforts 

to ensure that the residents of Camp 
Liberty are protected and treated with 
respect and dignity and ultimately 
taken out of harm’s way.”

Elliot Engel, the ranking 
Democrat on the 
House Foreign Affairs 
Committee: “I want to 
congratulate all of you 

at this gathering who are fighting for 
freedom, for the people of Iran.”

Senator Robert Me-
nendez: “This year we 
join in solidarity once 
again to remember the 
deadly rocket attacks 

on Camp Liberty in 2013 and to de
mand that the people in Camp Liberty 
live in safety and security; no longer 
the targets of terrorist acts; no longer 
the victims of violence; no longer left 
unprotected.”

Ret. Army Col. Wes 
Martin, former Senior 
A n t i - te r r o r i s m / Fo r c e 
Protection Officer in 
Iraq: “I thank you 

for allowing me to be here today. I 
especially thank the residents of Camp 
Liberty for allowing me to serve at their 
side at Camp Ashraf. We’re in the fight 
together, we’re in the fight together on 
the deserts of Diyala Province, we’re in 
the fight together today. We’re going to 
stay in this fight.”

G R E E T I N G S  F R O M  T H E  A U S T R A L I A N 
S U P P O R T E R S  O F  D E M O C R A C Y  I N  I R A N
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Zhan Viktor Ciko, conductor of 
Albanian Philharmonic Orchestra: 
“It is a great pleasure for me to be here 
today in this magnificent meeting. 
We Albanians know what oppression 
is, when you feel the shadow of terror 
over your heads every night and every 
minute of your life. We lived through 
that for years. We understand that 
resisting tyrants needs courage and, 

of course, readiness to pay the necessary price and make 
sacrifices. 

“You people of Iran, be proud, because you didn’t submit 
to the will of the tyrants. Your movement is a reflection of 
the Iranians’ determination for change, for freedom, and for 
democracy. 

“However, what strikes me most in your Resistance is 
the great place given to art. This is unique and admirable. 
While facing all the challenges of being in the Resistance, 
of hundreds and thousands of members who have fallen for 
freedom, in spite of everything, you are also engaged in the 
promotion of arts and music. It’s unbelievable. You have 
succeeded in combining the arts and resistance. You have 
given more opportunities for music to be an instrument of 
liberty, and an instrument to contribute to liberating the 
people in chains. I admire all those pieces of music and songs 
which were produced by the Resistance members in Camp 

Liberty. They are truly a source of inspiration. Personally, 
I had the opportunity of knowing several people from 
Iran resident in Albania. What they transmitted to me is 
magnificent. We have collaborated with the magnificent 
work of Maestro Mohammed Shams and the other Iranian 
musicians to prepare this programme. 

“These pieces of music that we are presenting are the 
result of work in common between the Iranian artists and 
the Albanians, through friendship and preparation in 
collaboration with Maestro Mohammed Shams. 

“Music is a universal language for comprehension and 
compassion, so, today, in the name of the artists of the 
Orchestra of Albanian Radio and Television, we dedicate 
our performance to all the heroes and heroines of the Iranian 
Resistance. 

“The great composer of all time Ludwig van Beethoven 
conceived a historic conclusion: to pass through suffering to 
joy. That is what I wish for the people of Iran. Long live Iran, 
long live liberty, long live democracy.”

Parvaneh Abdolmaleki : “We are here to 
say Yes to democracy and freedom, No 
to despotism and dictatorship; Yes to 
social welfare for all the Iranian people, 
No to the selling of girls and children; 
Yes to peace and friendship throughout 

the region and globally, and specially 
No to the killing of innocent people; 
Yes to free participation of women in 
social and political activities, No to 
pressure on and suppression of women 
and others. 

“Once again we take an oath to stand 
for achieving democracy and freedom 
to the end.” 

Fareed Mahootchian “Special greetings 
to dear Ashrafis in Camp Liberty. Today 
I want to ask the US and UN, why the 
promise of protecting Ashraf turned 
out to be a bullet in Hanif ’s heart? 

Why does Obama, instead of hearing 
the uprising roar of our generation is 
after appeasing the regime? 

“I would like to announce that there 
is no way but the downfall of religious 
dictatorship and we shall stand to the 
end.”

Mrs Rabiha Diab, Palestinian Minister of Women’s 
Affairs: I have come from Palestine to say that I am 
with you and beside you. We announce our solidarity 
with our Ashrafi brothers and sisters. We ask the 
international bodies to recognize Camp Liberty as a 
refugee camp.

“ W E  A L B A N I A N S  K N O W  W H A T  O P P R E S S I O N  I S ” 

I R A N I A N  Y O U T H  S P E A K  O U T
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Rosalind: I was inspired and strengthened by what I have 
seen and heard – to continue the support work. It’s not just 
the words that are spoken but the human qualities of the 
people (speakers, supporters, everybody) that carries the 
message of life.

Pat: Where else would I have the opportunity to hear such 
an interesting/amazing collection of speakers – many of 
them specialists in a particular field. I enjoyed all the stirring 
music and especially the Albanian orchestra. I am always 
amazed and encouraged by the many delegates from so many 
countries showing passionate support for NCRI and find 
it extraordinary that such an event is not reported in the 
[UK] press. I am impressed by the French mayors showing 
their support and very interested to see new members of UK 
delegation.

Moya: It was moving, exhilarating, informative, 
enlightening, hopeful, and thoughtprovoking. It reinforced 
my belief in the resilience of the human spirit, its generosity 
and capacity for good. All denominations, religions and 
races can share.

Kathleen: The programme was a good mixture, balanced 
between speeches and music. In general the speeches were 
rewarding and informative, focusing our attention on aspects 
of the situation in the Middle East and the obligations of the 
US [Government].

Thomas: There were a great many prominent speakers and 
greater international support from India, Pakistan, Egypt, 
Canada, Jordan, Holland and Albania.

William: Had lots of conversations on the journey with 
all sorts of people, and political celebrities at the event. So 
I learnt a lot of new things. Who can ever know enough? 
Many spoke on similar topics but in a heartfelt way and to 
the point. 

Jean: Wonderful organisation –thank all concerned. It was 
great to have the chance to meet UK and MEP participants. 
I enjoyed the artistic events. All speakers were interesting, 
passionate and committed. It was lovely to see so many 
distinguished women as well as male orators. 

Margaret: It was quite unlike anything I’ve experienced 
before. It was very interesting to see the extent and range of 
support for the cause but I remain surprised that I’ve never 
seen anything at all about previous events in the British 
media.

Irene: The event was very positive; I learnt a great deal 
and enjoyed it very much. As was to be expected they [the 
speeches] varied a great deal but most were interesting.

Carolyn: The event was great as always. It seems to me to 
grow more every year. And as always very well organised. The 

Y O U R  I M P R E S S I O N S
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films were a good idea. The speakers were all good especially 
Mrs Rajavi, Struan Stevenson, David Jones and Alejo Vidal
Quadras. 

I am always hoping to hear that the revolution has begun.

Rosalyn: I feel optimistic for the future. At the moment I 
am concerned for the safety of Camp Liberty. The speakers 
were very good, very passionate, very committed. The event 
lived up to my expectations and I enjoyed the entertainment.

Rosa: The event was very good, a great inspiration. I am 
glad that the movement for freedom for the Iranian people 
is growing. Don’t stop, you are great people.

Julia: It was an extraordinary event, extremely moving, 
surreal. I feel lucky to have been a part of it and to have 
been made welcome and will think about this a great deal. 
About the speakers, it was very interesting to see so many 
countries and such quality and passion. Good to hear women 
represented by women.

Robert: It is very encouraging that the message about 
the Iranian regime and the plight of the Camp Liberty 
colleagues is spreading through mainstream politicians on a 
global scale. Previous two gatherings were very similar – this 
year was different.

Rosemary: Maryam was an inspiration to all. If the 
government s involved take notice of her concerns she could 
certainly change the world. I was amazed at the number of 
speakers and all the nationalities that were involved.

Peter: Breaking up the speeches with different music was 
a great idea. I enjoyed getting to meet Struan Stevenson 
and others. Great choice of speakers but I did miss General 
Phillips who is one of my favourites.

Robert: The schedule of the trip was best ever; leaving at 
12 on Friday worked very well. The event was again best 
ever, very professional. I liked the structures of the speeches 
grouping, UK, USA, and the music. Messages were very 
clear, very direct and very strong.

Malcolm: I was very inspired by the speakers. I strongly 
support the suggestion of last speaker from US delegation 
requesting public international tribunal on illegal betrayal 
by the US, UK, and UN of MoUs and Geneva Convention.

John: I felt there was more urgency, drive and frustration 
shown by some speakers, in particular the large US and UK 
delegations, towards relocation and/or protection of Camp 
Liberty people and regime change in Iran.

Y O U R  I M P R E S S I O N S
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the grand assembly for defending 
freedom and democracy in Iran. You 
were our voice there and supported us 
in Camp Liberty. You noble people are 
part of our resistance history and next 
generations will remember you for the 
good work that you have done and you 
will never be forgotten.

F A R S H A D

I am one of the 
Camp musicians. 
This gathering for 
us was a symbol 
of defending the 
human rights, 
freedom and 

democracy. Although I was trapped 
here and it would not be possible for 
me to participate there, but you were 
our voice there and I have very good 
feeling that with your attending this 
gathering and strongly demanding 
protection for Camp Liberty, you have 
forced the governments to listen to our 
demands. I want to thank you for that.

This gathering always makes 
a protective umbrella for Camp 
residents. We will remember you and 
your wonderful efforts in the most 
difficult conditions, forever.

M A R Y A M

Hello. I am Mary
am. Your attendance 
in this rally was an 
endorsement for the 
resistance of Iranian 
women and against 
the misogynist mul

lahs’ regime. I felt strongly motivated 
by seeing you there and I was inspired 
more in continuing my resistance. 

I felt that ‘we can & we must’ is 
not just a collection of words, it is a 
collection of actions. In your presence 
I felt your solidarity with us, the Camp 
residents, and I was encouraged further 
in continuing my struggle against 
injustice.

think about it in hard conditions here, 
believing that there are great people in 
this world who are paying the price to 
save other people’s lives.

Once again I thank you for your 
backing; we never forget you. 

F A R Z A N

As one of the Camp 
Liberty residents, I 
wanted to tell you 
this gathering was a 
historical response 
to fundamentalism. 
Like when the 

fascists were spread in Europe, the 
people of Europe stood up against it. 

Your solidarity with us in Camp 
Liberty has played historic role. This 
shows how you have stood up against 
injustice. This role never will be 
forgotten.

A Z A R

Many thanks for 
your participation 
in the big gathering 
on 13 June 2015. 

Actually this 
was not just only 
participating in a 

big gathering, it was also your deep 
relationship and support with Camp 
Liberty residents. You have always been 
our voices in all these difficult years; 
you noble people who, regardless of 
nationality, responded to the call by 
your conscience and human values and 
supported us in the dark years. We love 
you so very much. 

A S A F E H

I lost my brother 
in the 2009 
attack on Camp 
Ashraf. I would 
like to thank you 

and express my deep appreciation for 
your presence in this big gathering; 

H A N I F

I wanted to thank 
you for participating 
in the rally of June 
2015 . The number 
of executions in 
Iran is increasing 
daily. During past 

two weeks 116 people were executed. 
It means one person is executed every 7 
hours in my country.

This number of executions is 
happening under so called ‘moderate’ 
Rouhani presidency. 

We can and we must stand against 
this cruelty. Your participation in this 
gathering, in addition to being our 
voice, was also one of the best ways to 
show your protest against injustice and 
violation of human rights in Iran.

I would like to thank you very much 
for your participation in this big 
rally and demanding Camp Liberty 
protection and security. 

S A H A R

I was born in Evin 
prison. My parents 
believed in freedom 
and democracy. The 
mullahs in Iran tried 
to break them by 
keeping me in prison 

under harsh conditions. But they never 
gave up and stood strong to the end. 
My father was executed. Many times, I 
asked why my father sacrificed his life? 
It is clear to me now; he sacrificed his 
life for freedom and democracy and 
women’s rights. 

I also believe in women’s rights and 
equality and continue my father’s 
path. I believe this cause will not be 
destroyed. That is why the regime is so 
afraid of Liberty and wants to suppress 
Camp people with full force.

One of the goals of participation in 
this gathering was to protect Camp 
Liberty residents and I thank you 
for this. I count on your support and 

R E S I D E N T S  O F  L I B E R T Y 
A R E  G R A T E F U L
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Ad Melkert, Special Representative 
of the UN Secretary General for Iraq, 
2009–2011 and Tahar Boumedra, 
Chief of UNAMI Human Rights Office 
and Representative of the UN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights in 
Iraq, 2009–2012 have prepared a 
23 page document calling on the 
UN Refugee Agency to live up to its 
mandate with regard to residents of 
Camp Liberty. The introduction to the 
report appears below. 

A case of neglect? 

A road traffic accident on 16 March 2015 
involving a black-water tanker belonging 
to Camp Liberty residents near Baghdad 
International Airport, and an Iraqi army 
HUMVEE has put the spotlight on the way 
UNHCR is handling the applications for 
refugee status by the Camp’s residents.

Witnesses, including Iraqi members of 
the police force escorting the vehicle, 
testified that Mr. Safar Zakery, the driver 
of the black-water tanker, was on his way 
back to the Camp after having discharged 
the black-water when he was struck by 
a HUMVEE belonging to the Iraqi Army 
which was running on the wrong side of 
the road at high speed. Mr. Zakery was 
arrested and taken to Al-Ameria police 
station. He was detained pending the 
investigation of the circumstances of the 
accident. When the investigative judge 
realized that the accident did not come 
under the ambit of article 23 of the Iraqi 
traffic law as a ground for detention (no 
corporal damage ensued), he extended the 

detention order to look into Mr. Zakery’s 
residency status in Iraq, stating that he has 
no ID card or certificate to determine his 
status in Iraq. Meanwhile the septic tanker, 
a property of the residents and a valuable 
tool for maintaining hygiene in the Camp, 
was seized and immobilized at the police 
station for an indefinite period. 

After 26 days of detention, Mr. Zakery 
was returned to Camp Liberty following 
intervention by the UN Refugee Agency 
UNHCR through a letter dated 23 March 
2015 to Al-Karkh Investigative Court which 
certified that “Mr Safar Zakery is a person 
of concern to the UNHCR”.

Whilst on the surface this seemed to help 
resolve this particular incident in reality the 
formulation reveals that the UNHCR allows 
for ambiguity in its position vis-à-vis the 
rights of the refugees instead of following 
the rules and practice of its mandate. For 
why was Mr. Zakery not provided with an 
ID card to clarify his status since he has 
been recognized as a person of concern to 
the UNHCR? We would have expected this 
as it is known that all residents at Liberty 
have been registered and interviewed 
for official Refugee Status Determination 
and no one has been rejected. As a 
consequence, the assumption applies that 
all have been adjudicated and recognized 
as refugees or in need of international 
protection. However the UNHCR has so far 
failed to formally notify the individuals 
concerned and to supply them with the 
corresponding ID cards within a reasonable 
time. 

The UNHCR Obligations to Issue
 Certificates or Refugee Cards

Many experiences, including our own, in 
working with the Government of Iraq on 
the status and future of the residents of 

Camp Liberty – previously in Camp Ashraf 
– give rise to the belief that the cause of 
ambiguity is the tension between the 
objectives of the Government of Iraq (to 
expel, under the Iranian Government’s 
pressure, the Mujahedin e-Khalq (MeK) 
from Iraq by all means) and the mandate of 
UNHCR (to protect Camp Liberty residents 
according to established procedures). 
Given that potential resettlement countries 
insist on offering places for resettlement 
only to those recognized by the UNHCR as 
refugees, Camp Liberty residents are put in 
a critical situation.

The UNHCR Hand Book for Registration 
considers the identity documents as 
vital instruments for protection. They 
permit persons of concern to show who 
they are and what status they have 
under international protection norms. 
An individual without an ID has no legal 
persona. He/she cannot claim any rights 
as a human being. He/she becomes a 
thing exposed to all kind of abuses and 
maltreatment. His/her fundamental 
rights such as freedom of movement, 
education, health, work, freedom from 
harassment, freedom from arbitrary 
arrest and detention, protection against 
refoulement, cannot be enjoyed without 
an ID. The Hand book expressly states that 
“UNHCR office should make every effort 
to ensure that persons of concern are 
provided with identity documents that 
are recognized and respected by the local 
authorities.”

The residents of Camp Liberty have been 
officially recognized by UNHCR as “asylum 
seekers” and people of concern and are 
thus entitled to UNHCR documentation 
to prove their identity. Any delay in 
delivering such documentation exposes 
them to abuses and helps their persecutors 
to enjoy impunity.

T H E  I N T E R N AT I O N A L  P R O T E C T I O N  N E E D S  O F  T H E 
R E S I D E N T S  O F  C A M P  L I B E R T Y  A N D  T H E  U N H C R 

M A N DAT E : A  M E L K E R T / B O U M E D R A  R E P O R T
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AD ME L KE RT: 
UNHCR ’S RESPON SI BI L I T Y I S TO E N SURE 

THAT LIBERT Y RE SI DE N TS G E T DOCUME N TS
“The residents of Camp Liberty are 
refugees and must be recognized as 
such by the international community”, 
Ad Melkert, former head of the United 
Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq 
(UNAMI), told the Iran Freedom rally 
in Paris on 13 June. The following are 
excerpts of his remarks:

“I am honoured to be here today with 

all of you to reiterate my commitment 
to continue the pursuit of justice, to 
continue to knock on closed doors as 
long as it takes to get them open, to 
continue to encourage the international 
community to stop looking the other 
way, in order to bring the residents of 
Camp Liberty to freedom and a new 
life.

“I am concerned that despite all of our 
efforts over the past periods, injustice 
continues to prevail, doors continue 
to be locked, and the international 
community has not been able, has not 
endeavoured, and simply has not dared 
to force a breakthrough in the five years 
of siege that is the real name of the 
game going on around [Camp] Liberty.

“It is true that unfortunately the 
situation in large parts of the Middle 
East has deteriorated, opening up to 
anarchy, cruelty, persecution, sectarian 
divide, and seemingly endless and 
limitless suffering of people that just 
want to live their lives in peace with 
their kin and neighbours instead of 

being massacred at the hands of forces 
and powers with their own agendas 
regardless of the human price to be 
paid. It is however not true that, 
therefore, the plight of the Liberty 
residents should be considered of lesser 
importance amidst the turmoil that’s 
raging on.

“The crucial link between wish and 
reality should be established through 
UNHCR’s task and responsibility to 
ensure that the residents get documents 
that make them persons with a status 
instead of keeping them in the legal 
limbo as is the case in their current 
situation. Not ignoring their existence, 
but bringing them back into the world 
of normal rights and recognition; not 
staying silent and standing by; breaking 
the silence; that is what we need now. 
Putting the spotlight on injustice and 
turning that around; that is what we 
need now. Pushing the international 
community towards unambiguous 
action; that is what we ask here and 
now. Thank you.”

S TE V E N SON: 
WHY DO THE UN REFUSE TO C A L L I T A RE F UG E E C A MP?

Former MEP and Chair of European Parliament Committee 
for Relations With Iraq, Struan Stevenson, told the grand 
gathering in Paris: “Let us be clear about one thing: the crisis 
in Iraq was created by Nouri alMaliki and his sponsors in 
Iran laid the groundwork for ISIS. The only way to solve the 
crisis is to expel the Iranian regime and all its cohorts and its 
affiliated militias from Iraqi territory. 

“Then we must reintegrate the Sunnis into the political 
process by bringing back prominent people who were 
expelled by Maliki like Dr Tariq alHashemi. 

“And finally we need to reawaken the Sunni tribes and that 
means rearming them, training them, and getting their help 
to drive ISIS out of Iraq. 

“Let me ask the United Nations, the UN, a few questions 
about Camp Liberty: why do they call Camp Liberty a 
Temporary Transit Location when the refugees inside Camp 
Liberty who are prisoners there have been held in that camp 
for almost four years? How can that be called a Temporary 
Transit Location? 

“Why do the UN refuse to call it a refugee camp? Why? 
“Why have there been no enquiries into the massacres of 

these innocent unarmed civilians that took place in Camp 
Ashraf and Camp Liberty? Why? 

And why have they allowed the medical siege to continue 
at this refugee camp unchallenged for years? Why? 

“The UN must give us answers. They [residents of Liberty] 
are the heroes. I call on the US, the UN and the EU to 
protect these people, not to betray them.”


