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EdITOrIal  
NOTE 
A special hello and thank you to all of 
you for your role in making possible 
the grand gathering for freedom 
in Paris this summer. A massive 
demonstration of solidarity with 
the persecuted Iranian dissidents 
in Camps Ashraf and Liberty took 
place in Paris on 23rd June. An 
audience of 110,000, from across 
the world, including more than 600 
MPs and political representatives 
from 55 countries, listened to senior 
speakers from Europe and the US. 

Broadcast live into Iran, Ashraf 
and around the world, and with 
the world’s press and media in 
attendance, the message was 
unequivocal and uncompromising. 
The support for the people of Ashraf 
is stronger and more determined 
than ever, and their voice cannot 
and will not be silenced. We 
thank all those involved for their 
major contribution to worldwide 
awareness of Ashraf and the PMOI.

These are critical times for the 
people of Ashraf, with 2,000 of them 
now living in unspeakable conditions 
at Camp Liberty and around 1,300 
still in Ashraf, under increasingly 
intense pressure to move. On 31 July, 
Iraq threatened to close Ashraf by 
force. In July, the UN Working Group 
on Arbitrary Detention described 
Liberty as a “detention centre”. There 
is no electricity, no running water, 
no adequate sewage system and no 
shelter other than metal containers, 
in a country where temperatures at 
this time of year exceed 55°C. The 
Iraqi government has prevented the 
people from bringing many personal 
belongings with them from Ashraf. 
They can receive no visitors and are 
not allowed to buy any provisions 
locally. Supplies from elsewhere are 
often left to rot outside the camp. 
Such is the reality of the situation.
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Grand Gathering in support of Ashraf - Paris, 23 June 2012 (Full report on page 4)

Over 100,000 demand
UN protection  

for ashraf residents

ICFTO and Iran Liberty supporters attending the gathering

ICFTO supporters attend gathering in Paris 

UN body describes Camp liberty 
as a “detention centre”
In July the UN’s Working Group on Arbitrary Detention 
published its findings about the conditions at Camp Liberty, 
describing it as a prison. (Excerpts of the report are on Page 6)

continued overleaf
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When the UN Secretary 
General, Ban Ki-moon, 
carried the Olympic 
flag at the opening 

ceremony, doubtless the last thing on 
his mind was the peculiar role being 
played by his personal representative in 
Iraq, a German diplomat named Martin 
Kobler. But Mr Kobler stands accused of 
conspiring with Iran (chief backer of the 
murderous regime in Syria) to commit a 
violation of rights so flagrant that it has 
been condemned, not just by politicians 
around the world, but by the UN’s own 
human rights committee.

The victims of this betrayal are 3,000 
Iranian dissidents who lived for 30 years 
in a neat little town they built in the 
Iraqi desert, known as Camp Ashraf. 
After the US departure in 2009, Iraq’s 
prime minister, Nouri al-Maliki, invited 
Iran’s Revolutionary Guards to join him 
in laying siege to Ashraf, with the stated 
intention that its residents would be 
deported to Iran, to face imprisonment 
or execution.

After a series of violent assaults on the 
town, in which 47 people were killed 
and hundreds injured, a deal was bro-
kered last year by Mr Kobler, acting for 
the UN, whereby the residents would 
be transferred to a former US army base 
outside Baghdad, Camp Liberty, before 
being moved to safety in other coun-
tries. But when the first 2,000 residents 
arrived at Liberty, they found they were 
the victims of a hideous trick.

They were herded into what both the 
European Parliament and the UN’s hu-
man rights committee have described 
as a concrete-walled prison, robbed of 
their belongings, deprived of water, 
food, electricity and medical supplies, 
and harassed night and day by armed 
Iraqi and Iranian guards. The camp 
commandant was one Colonel Saddeq 
– indicted, in Spain, for his involvement 
in the earlier massacres at Ashraf.

There is abundant evidence for the 
extraordinary role played in all this by 
Mr Kobler. He has worked closely with 
the Iranians every step of the way. He 

personally told Struan Stevenson MEP, 
leader of the group on relations with 
Iraq in the European Parliament, that 
he wanted to see all the Ashraf resi-
dents housed in a Baghdad hotel, which 
turned out to be leased to the Iranian 
government. What is particularly odd 
about this story is that, on one side, the 
cause of the PMOI has won support 
from a remarkable array of public fig-
ures in Europe and the US, including a 
former head of the CIA; former mayor 
of New York Rudy Giuliani; General 
David Phillips, former head of the US 
Military Police (who signed those per-
sonal guarantees to the Ashraf residents 
in 2003); and literally thousands of sen-
ators, MPs, MEPs and former ministers. 
Some of these, including Mr Stevenson, 
recently spoke on the betrayal of Ashraf 
to a rally of more than 100,000 Iranian 
exiles in Paris. On the other hand, the 
US State Department and our own 
Government continue to appease Te-
hran over the PMOI, as they have done 
for over a decade.

The UN appears perfectly happy with  
the prison camp of liberty [5 August 2012] 
by Christopher Booker

Those remaining in Ashraf are 
refusing to agree to any more 
transfers to Camp Liberty unless eight 
minimum humanitarian conditions 
are implemented. 

Demands include: connecting 
Liberty to the city water network; 
transfer of existing electricity 
generators from Ashraf to Liberty; 
transfer of vehicles, including those 
needed for disabled people and 
heavy loads; provision of buses for 
movement around Liberty; permitting 
residents to construct footpaths, 
porches, ramps and green areas; and 
starting the process of sale of property 
at Ashraf, to benefit residents.

The reasons for these demands are 
clear. More than five months after the 
first group of 400 people transferred 
from Ashraf to Camp Liberty on 17th 
February, not one person has been 
processed and allowed to leave 
Camp Liberty, which is now grossly 
overcrowded. Two have died as a 
result of the appalling conditions.

The Iranian regime does not want 

a humanitarian solution, and Iraqi 
Prime Minister Maliki needs their 
influence and favour to maintain his 
own political power in Iraq. 

As recently as 27 June, in a press 
conference, George Bakoos, deputy 
head of the Ashraf Suppression 
Committee, denied any legal status 
for the Ashraf residents in Iraq. Maliki’s 
preferred solution is to offer the 
people of Ashraf the choice of a slow 
death in the inhumane conditions of 
the prison camp called Liberty, or a 
massacre in their Ashraf home.

On 19 July we were alarmed by 
remarks of the UN’s Iraq envoy at 
the Security Council against Ashraf 
residents, and his praise for Maliki’s 
patience and flexibility, effectively 
giving him a green light to prepare 
for a third massacre. Days later, Iraq’s 
National Security Advisor threatened 
the residents with an attack. Thus the 
UN bears responsibility for any offence 
to the residents. 

The residents’ representatives 
have provided a practical plan for 

implementation of the eight points 
of humanitarian need, and have 
stipulated that the sixth convoy would 
go to Liberty only after these needs 
were met. The residents are willing to 
implement all the points at their own 
cost within a month of Iraq’s approval; 
subsequently the sixth convoy would 
be transferred to Liberty.

But Iraq receives all of its orders on 
Ashraf from the Iranian regime, and 
declines to implement this simple and 
practical plan. It is planning for a third 
massacre at Ashraf. 

The legal-Parliamentary campaign 
that has already drawn the world’s 
attention to the Ashraf crisis was only 
made possible with the help of friends 
like you. 

We must persist in demanding UN 
action at Ashraf and Liberty to secure 
the residents’ human rights and to 
prevent Iraq from carrying out a third 
massacre. 

Thank you again for your continued 
help, without which we could not 
achieve our goals.

Editorial Note continued from page 1
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In the six years I have been attending 
the June Grand Gathering, I have 
seen the numbers soar from 30,000 
to this year’s independently validated 
110,000, as more and more Iranians 
and non-Iranians stand up together to 
be counted. 

Just parking among hordes of 
coaches from all over Britain and 
the Continent gives a real sense of 
the universality of the support and 
of being part of a family without 
frontiers. 

This year, we as the British contingent 
walked to the venue behind a banner 
pledging support to the people of 
Ashraf and Camp Liberty. With each 
person wearing a golden scarf and 
carrying a placard, both bearing the 
words “I am an Ashrafi”, it felt very 
special and made quite an impact. 

Even though I have attended many 
other conferences in support of Ashraf 
and the path to freedom for Iran, I was 
still awed by the number and calibre of 
the speakers at this event and how far 

many had travelled to be a part of it.
The speakers, in their turn, were 

noticeably affected by the size and 
commitment shown by the audience 
which, doubtless, strengthened their 
resolve to return to their own countries 
determined to bring about change.

It was a long day, but well worth the 
effort to participate. I left with a strong 
sense of a job well done, of having been 
part of a very powerful family making 
a very powerful statement with, I trust, 
a very powerful and lasting impact.

How I felt at this year’s rally
by liz C, london

The Paris gathering was 
a tremendous occasion. 
It was very inspiring to see 
the energy, idealism and enthusiasm 
of the Iranian people in their battle 
for democracy. I think you are great 
people. 

Rosa B, London

It was good to join the enormous 
gathering of people of all ages, all 
there in support of the residents 
of Ashraf. I hope that Western 
democracies will recognise them as 
asylum seekers, allowing them to re-
settle in their countries. 

Ruth W, Oxford

My eyes have been opened to an 
aspect of our modern world that 
requires far wider public attention 
than that which it has received. It 
is associations like these that shine 
a light on the horrors that we often 
overlook. 

James P, Edinburgh

God bless you in your mission. My 
heart joins you and prayers too. You 
are so brave. 

Antonia W, Sevenoaks 
My hope is that the people of 
Ashraf will be a beacon of hope for 
the triumph of the highest human 
values of freedom, justice, equality, 
tolerance, and cooperation, not just 
among the peoples of the Middle 
East, but for all of us in every part 
of the world. 

Robert P, Edinburgh

ICFTO supporters attend gathering in Paris 

Above and right: More than 200 of 
ICFTO’s British supporters listened and 
cheered for some eight hours as speakers 
from various countries took the platform 
to highlight the abuses at Ashraf and 
Liberty, and to call for UN intervention to 
stop a humanitarian catastrophe.

Your letters
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On 23 June, Paris witnessed a 
very significant event in the 
struggle for Iran’s freedom, 

with a massive show of support for the 
democratic opposition. According to 
official reports, 110,000 people passed 
through security checks. Some 1,320 
coaches helped to transport the crowd 
who came from all over the world. There 
were 642 political dignitaries from 
55 countries. Speakers included Dr 
Alejo Vidal-Quadras, Vice President 
of the European Parliament; former 
US Congressman Patrick Kennedy; 
Michael Mukasey, former US Attorney 
General; Rudy Giuliani, former Mayor 
of New York; and John Bruton, former 
Irish Prime Minister. From the UK there 
were David Amess MP, Brian Binley 
MP, Mark Williams MP, Matthew 
Offord MP, Chris Kelly MP, Lord 
Clarke of Hampstead, Lord Cotter, 
Lord King of West Bromwich, and 
Lord Maginnis, representing all three 
major political parties. Other speakers 
included the former Prime Ministers 
of Albania, Algeria and Iceland and the 
Vice President of the Italian Senate.

They highlighted the difficult position 
of the 3,400 Iranian opposition members 
living in camps Ashraf and Liberty. 
Speakers demanded UN protection 
at both camps and recognition of the 
residents as refugees.

Talking about the obstacles the 
Government of Iraq has created for 
Ashraf residents, Patrick Kennedy 
said: “Until the United Nations, until 
the Department of State of the United 
States changes its position and forces Iraq 
to make good on the promises in Camp 
Liberty, we will not advocate for more 
Ashrafis to go to Camp Liberty.” 

The participants were concerned 
about the current classification of 
Camp Liberty as a Temporary Transit 
Location (TTL), which was being 
used by Iraq to deprive the residents 
of their fundamental rights. Scottish 
MEP Struan Stevenson, who heads the 
European Parliament’s Delegation for 
Relations with Iraq, made the demand: 
“I can tell you now that the designation 
by the United Nations of Camp Liberty 
as a Temporary Transit Location is 
completely bogus. People have been there 
for four months. It’s a refugee camp. It 
must be re-designated and their rights 
must be completely adhered to.”

Political dignitaries and MPs from 
Middle Eastern countries experiencing 
the Arab Spring attended as a gesture of 
solidarity. There were also many tangible 
triumphs. Some 40 Parliamentary 
delegations presented signed statements 
in support of the rights of the Ashraf 
residents, and recognition of the National 
Council of Resistance of Iran.

There was extensive coverage of the 
gathering from the media including 
AFP, Associated Press, Reuters, Fox 
News, France 24 TV, ABC, Al Jazeera, 
Al Arabiya, EuroNews, the Washington 
Post, and the Chicago Tribune.

Speakers referred to the recent US 
Court of Appeal judgement, which 
asked the State Department to supply 
evidence supporting the designation 
of the Iranian opposition PMOI as a 
terrorist group. Failing this, the Court 
itself would remove the designation 
on 1 October 2012. Brian Binley MP 
described the “unlawful designation” as 
an act of appeasement of Iran’s regime. 
He called upon Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton to “end the defiance 
of the State Department and de-list the 
PMOI immediately.” 

Mrs Maryam Rajavi entered to 
spectacular applause. She paid her 
respects to the martyrs and gave a 
passionate speech declaring that 
“Ashraf has multiplied and there are now 
countless Ashrafis.” Also stating that “our 
platform is summed up in three words: 
Freedom, democracy and equality.”

Referring to the abuses in Camp 
Liberty, she called on European 
governments, the US and Canada to 
actively work to protect the residents, 
welcome them to their countries and 
avert a further catastrophe.

Grand gathering in support of ashraf and liberty residents 
Hundreds of politicians from the US, Europe & the Middle East in attendance

[23 June 2012, VILLEPINTE ] 

More than forty Parliaments sign statements in support of UN refugee status for 
ashraf & liberty residents and recognition of National Council of resistance of Iran



August 2012 ICFTONewsletter 5

707 High Road · London N12 0BT · T: 020 8816 8344 · W: icfto.com · E: info@icfto.com

John Bruton, former  
Prime Minister of Ireland
We want justice and the right to life for 3,400 
people currently confined in Ashraf and Camp 
Liberty. Those people need at the earliest 
opportunity to be resettled in the US or Western 
Europe. They want to see a democratic Iran. The 
people of Iran will get democracy as a result of 
your determination.

rudy Giuliani,  
former Mayor of New York
Let’s say to the people in Ashraf and Liberty: 
you’re not alone, you’re not forgotten. Anything 
and everything that happens to you we will 
know, we will stand with you. We will protect 
you. And we look forward to a time when you 
are free and we can all join you in Iran with 
freedom and democracy and the rule of law.

alejo Vidal-Quadras,  
Vice-President of  
the European Parliament
We have a moral duty to fight alongside you. 
We will not stop pressing for your rights to be 
respected. We want action taken, by the Iraqi 
government to treat the residents of Liberty 
according to the principles of humanity and 
respect of human rights, by the EU to accept 
resettlement in Europe of the residents, and by 
the UN to accelerate the procedure of granting 
the status of asylum seekers for the residents. 

Brian Binley MP
Paris, speaking for the UK delegation

It is time to change our thirty year old policy 
towards Iran. We have gone beyond all 
reasonable limits in tolerating this regime, 
and the result has been a terrible injustice. So 
I say to the UN, the European Council, to the 
British government, the American government, 
listen to the views of the real supporters of Iran. 
Recognise the National Council of Resistance 
of Iran and its president, Mrs. Rajavi, as the 
voice of the Iranian people.

m E D I A  C o v E r A g E V o i c e s  i N  s u p p o r t  o f  a s h r a f

Massive Paris protest calls for 
toppling of Iranian regime
Al-Arabiya TV, 23 June 
2012 – Key public figures 
from all over the world 
joined the massive rally 
that saw 100,000 protestors coming together to 
declare solidarity with the Iranian opposition 
in the northern Paris suburb of Villepinte.

Former French Foreign Minister Philippe 
Douste-Blazy said he joined the protests to tell 
the Iranian people that they have support. “We 
are supporting the Iranian people until they get 
their freedom and liberate all Iranians from a 
corrupt regime that is not fit for ruling in the 
21st century,” he told Al Arabiya.

EuroNews
EuroNews TV, 23 June 2012 – Tens of 
thousands of Iranians gathered on the outskirts 
of Paris for a meeting of the opposition 
movement, the National Council of Resistance 
of Iran. Organisers said that more than a 
thousand buses arrived bringing Iranians from 
all over Europe to call for political change. The 
leader of the French-based movement, Maryam 
Rajavi, said the West must stop appeasing the 
regime.

Fox News
FOX News TV, 23 June 2012: 
Tens of thousands of people 
gathering in Paris this weekend 
to protest the government in Iran. This group 
is calling for free and fair elections, a gender 
equal Iran and a seperation between religion 
and state.
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In the past year there was a plan 
to dismantle and destroy the 

residents of Camp Ashraf. There was a 
seven-point pact between Tehran and 
Baghdad to either force this movement 
into surrender or to destroy it altogether.

In recent months, in order to neutralise 
the conspiracies of the mullahs’ regime 
and its puppet government in Baghdad, 
the Mojahedin accepted relocation from 
Camp Ashraf in the framework of an 
international solution. To advance this 
solution, the residents of Ashraf gave up 
their 25-year right to residency in Iraq. 
Nevertheless, owing to the conspiracies 
of the religious fascism ruling Iran, the 
repeated breaches of the Iraqi government 
and the passivity of the UN and US, what 
was supposed to be a voluntary relocation 
became a forcible transfer.

The Memorandum of Understanding 
between Iraq and the UN lacks the 
minimum demands of the residents of 
Ashraf and even these provisions have 
not yet been implemented. In practice, 
the MoU became a plan to send them to 
a prison.

The residents of Ashraf have also said 
that so long as the violation of their most 
basic rights continues, they will not go to 
Liberty. But if their demands are met even 
today, they will relocate tomorrow.

These demands have been drafted in 
six points, are very simple, and have been 
sent to the UN Secretary General and the 
US government.

Simply said, instead of turning Liberty 

into a prison, classify it as a refugee 
camp; provide water, electricity and other 
humanitarian needs of the residents; halt 
the interference of an enemy seeking to 
destroy this movement in our affairs; and, 
finally, inspect Ashraf, which you claim is 
not fully disarmed. Or at least retract what 
you have claimed.

Those who say that these demands 
by the residents of Ashraf are maximalist 
demands should explain since when 
protecting the lives and safety of people 
is considered to be special privileges?

The residents of Ashraf have been 
forced into a detention centre where like 
slaves they must carry the heavy loads 
of cargo on their shoulders. Yet, it is the 
residents of Ashraf who are blamed for 
the stalemate and the crisis.

Indeed, this is demonisation on the 
one hand, and a multitude of inhuman 
pressures on the other, with the intent of 
setting the stage for another massacre in 
Liberty.

Let me underscore, however, that if 
you think under such pressures you can 
force the Mojahedin to surrender their 
own rights and the rights and freedoms 
of their fellow Iranians, you are gravely 
mistaken.

Thus far we have shown and continue 
to show the highest degrees of flexibility 
on the condition that the residents’ 
protection, security, safety and dignity are 
guaranteed.

But we hope that the UN and the US 
will stand by their commitments as well. 

As for the commitment of the residents 
of Ashraf to the MoU, what could truly be 
more telling than the fact that so far 2,000 
have relocated to Liberty?

So, why are their protests over inhumane 
impositions not being heard?

Why can’t they have the right to their 
property?

Why have they been denied freedom of 
movement?

Why have the wounded and the 
disabled not been allowed to take with 
them the special equipment that they 
need?

I call upon all European countries, the 
US and Canada to actively work to protect 
the residents of Ashraf and Liberty, to 
accept them in their countries 
and avert another catastrophe.

Excerpts of Mrs Maryam rajavi’s speech at the grand gathering, 
Paris, 23 June 2012

Euro-MPs hand Mrs. Rajavi a statement 
signed by a majority of MPs in more than 40 
countries in support of the rights of Ashraf 
residents

Camp Liberty is surrounded by a four-metre high concrete 
wall, and residents are not allowed to go out. Armed Iraqi 
police agents guard checkpoints inside the camp. The 
health of persons held in Camp Liberty is at risk. 
Electricity is only intermittent and running water 
supplies are insufficient. Surveillance cameras and 
sound bugs are installed all around the camp. The 
private life of the residents is constantly under 
surveillance. 

Residents of Camp Liberty have the status of 
“protected persons” under the Fourth Geneva Convention; 
they are asylum seekers and have neither been charged 
with or tried for any offence. The conditions in Camp 

Liberty are synonymous with those in a detention centre, 
as residents have no freedom of movement, nor interaction 
with the outside world. The situation of the residents of 

Camp Liberty is tantamount to that of detainees 
or prisoners. The Working Group considers that 
there is no legal justification for holding the 
above-mentioned persons and other individuals 
in Camp Liberty, and that such detention is not 

in conformity with the standards and principles of 
international human rights law, and more specifically 

violates article 9 of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights and articles 9 and 10 of the International Covenant 
on Civil and Political Rights.

UN Human rights Council – 17 July 2012
[Opinion adopted by the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention]
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N E w S  f r o m  a S H r a F  &  l I B E r T Y

Iraq prevents entry  
of food to Liberty
On 3 July plain clothes Iraqi agents 
prevented the entry of 25 tonnes of 
imported rice and dried fruit to Camp 
Liberty. Uniformed police and sniffer 
dogs inspected the cargo truck. Plain 
clothes agents then ordered the food 
to be unloaded and spread on the 
ground in the hot weather. Finally the 
food was sent away. In June, shipments 
of food were unloaded and left to rot 
for days outside Liberty’s entrance.

Sunshades denied  
in scorching heat
On 19 June agents seized sunshades as 
Iraqi contractors attempted to bring them 
into Camp Liberty.

Water shortages  
at the camp
While temperatures in Camp Liberty 
reach 57°C, residents face serious 
water shortages. Some eighty residents 
endeavour from 3a.m. till midnight 
every day to provide water. Those 
who go to the water pumping station 

12 km away have to wait nine hours 
in intolerable heat and risk severe 
sunstroke. Iraq claims that water is 
being provided as a service to the 
residents, but in truth the residents 
have so far paid more than $110,000 
for the commodity and in delivery 
charges. The Iraqis have reneged on 
their promise to connect the camp to 
the city water grid by 20 July, and refuse 
to allow residents to transfer their water 
pumping equipment from Ashraf to 
obtain water from a nearby canal.

On 26 June Mohammad Ali Tatayee, 
59, a political refugee from the UK, 
passed away following belated brain 
surgery at Baquba hospital. He was 
one of the thirty six hostages who 
were tortured in Iraqi prisons and 
were on hunger strike for 72 days after 
the 2009 massacre at Ashraf. 

On 23 June Hamdollah Rahmani, 
55, a former political prisoner who 

had been shot in the abdomen during 
the 2009 massacre, passed away 
during belated open heart surgery 
in Baghdad. A week earlier, Batoul 
Rajaii, 59, an agriculture engineer 
in Camp Liberty, passed away from 
pneumonia. Such deaths in Ashraf 
and Liberty are directly related to 
the inhumane medical blockade and 
to the lack of access to timely and 

effective medical treatment. On 25 
June security forces prevented the 
transfer of seven seriously ill patients 
from Ashraf to Iraqi hospitals. 

medical blockade leads to 3 deaths 

BAGHDAD (Reuters) – Iraq on 
Tuesday told an Iranian dissident 
group … that it must move out of the 
camp immediately or be forced to leave. 
“We have reached a dead end (with 
them) and the extension ends today, 
they have to move,” Falih al-Fayadh, 
Iraq’s National Security Advisor, told 
a conference attended by the U.N. 

Iraq threatens to close Ashraf by force [31 July 2012 ] 

mission in Iraq. “Now we are free to 
implement the mechanisms required 
to transfer those who live in (Camp 
Ashraf ) to where we find appropriate.”

The MEK has complained of 
mistreatment and poor conditions at the 
new facility, known as Camp Liberty, 
and U.S. officials say they have urged 
the Iraqi government to address some 

of its concerns. “The Iraqi government 
does not define involuntary transfer as 
being through violence or the use of 
weapons,” Fayadh told the conference.

Iraq said it will observe a grace 
period of “a few days” to allow foreign 
governments to offer the group 
sanctuary or to suggest other solutions 
to the dispute.

Political 
prisoner  
on death 
row in Iran

Gholamreza Khosravi, 47, will be hanged 
on 10 September 2012 for financially 
aiding the PMOI and the opposition 
satellite channel Simaye-Azadi. He 
was arrested in 2007 and charged with 
Moharebeh, (enmity to God). Because 
he refused to cooperate with the regime 

in making a televised confession, he has 
spent more than forty months in solitary 
confinement. He is an expert in soldering 
and installing industrial equipment and 
has a 15-year-old son.
The number of executions since the start 
of the year has reached at least 225.
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France detains  
Iraqi official 
over war crimes at 
ashraf
[AFP, 22 June 2012] 
French police on Thursday held an Iraqi 
official for questioning after a member 
of the exiled Iranian opposition filed a 
complaint against him alleging torture 
and war crimes, a judicial source said. 

Primates and bishops from three Provinces appeal to  
UN regarding Iraqi refugees [Anglican Communion News Service, 17 July 2012]

From the Church of Ireland 
Press office: 

The Archbishop of Armagh and 
Primate of All Ireland, The Most Revd 
Alan Harper, joined by a number of 
bishops and clergy from across the UK, 
has written to His Excellency Ban Ki-
moon, Secretary General of the United 
Nations, expressing deepening concern 

for the welfare of the residents of Camp 
Ashraf/Liberty in Iraq.

In particular, the letter condemns 
any threat of force against the people 
in the camp, whose status as refugees is 
recognised by the UN. The Archbishop 
and signatories call for the Secretary 
General and US Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton to intervene, saying: 
‘We believe that the international 

community, the United Nations and the 
people of the United States of America 
are at one in desiring morally acceptable 
humanitarian standards for all people. 
Therefore, we strongly urge the United 
Nations and the Government of the 
United States to press the Government 
of Iraq to implement such policies for 
the benefit of the Iranian refugees in 
Ashraf and Liberty.’

UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon 
urges Iraq to avoid violence at 
Camp ashraf 
[Statement by the Secretary General, 1 August 2012]
The Secretary-General continues to follow closely the issue of Camp New Iraq 
(formerly Camp Ashraf ). … He calls on the Government of Iraq to continue to 
meet its international humanitarian obligations and to exercise restraint. … The 
Secretary-General reiterates that violence should, at all costs, be avoided.

Lawmakers in Washington accused 
US and Iraqi leaders Wednesday of 
perpetuating appalling conditions for 
Iranian exiles housed near Baghdad, 
with one Republican comparing the 
facilities to Auschwitz.

Several House members spoke at a 
session highlighting poor conditions 
at the camps, including Republican 
Dana Rohrabacher who decried the 
situation as “disgraceful.”

“This looks like a concentration 
camp. We have sent people to a 
concentration camp.”

Republican Dan Lungren expressed 
concern about the “abhorrent 
behavior” of the Iraqi government 
which he accused of mistreating the 
exiles.

Democrat Judy Chu called the camp 
conditions “outrageous” and said she 
was writing Clinton to urge her to 
help improve access to clean water and 
other basic necessities.

UNHCr calls for patience in camp 
dispute [AFP, 26 July 2012] 
The UN refugee agency called Thursday for “cooperation, patience 
and understanding” in a dispute involving Iranian exiles at a camp 
in Iraq who refuse to leave for a new transit centre. “Protection and solutions for 
some 3,200 current and former residents of the camp are the primary objectives 
of efforts led by the United Nations to close the camp peacefully and resolve the 
situation of its residents,” the UNHCR said in a statement. The agency’s Assistant 
High Commissioner for Protection, Erika Feller, also said that Iraq should “assist 
people to stay safely and decently until such solutions can be materialized”.

Relatives of residents of Ashraf and 
Liberty continue their Geneva vigil 
opposite the UN offices, which has 
now lasted 475 days. Launched in 
2011, following attacks on Ashraf, this 
protest and a similar demonstration in 
New York have focused attention on 

the safety, security and human needs of 
the 3,400 residents. The ultimate aim 
of demonstrators and their supporters 
is for all Ashrafis to be recognised as 
refugees, and for their protection and 
safety to be guaranteed by the UN.

day 475  
of Geneva sit-in:  
UN must support 
ashraf residents 
[15 August 2012]

US concerned by threat of Iraqi 
attack [State Department: Press Statement, 1 August 2012] 
The United States is concerned by the Government of Iraq’s reference 
on July 31 to the possible closure of Camp Ashraf by involuntary 
relocation of its residents. We urge the Government of Iraq to remain patient and 
flexible in seeking a voluntary arrangement for continued relocations, as only a 
peaceful resolution to the situation at Camp Ashraf is acceptable.

US lawmaker 
compares 
Camp liberty 
to auschwitz
[AFP, 1 August 2012] 


